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We get to know about our past through those I
the past. It might be a building, an artefact, G
a coin. These are all sources of history as they
helps us to learn about our past.

The sources of history can be broadly Let’e Know More |
grouped into two categories: The National Archives of India

* Literary sources (NAI) at Janpath in New Delhi has
* Archaeological sources

Literary courcec about our past.

The literary sources of history are available in the archives of museums and
libraries. Let us read about some of them.

Chroniclec

A chronicle is a factual, written account of important or historical events in the order
of their occurrence. Many historians, court scholars and poets have written about

the rulers in whose kingdom they were invited to stay. Such records are called
chronicles.

some famous court chronicles are:

Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, written in Persian by Minhaj-us-Sirqj, is the

S

account of Muslim dynasties that originated in Iran and Centrq]
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Asia. It consists of 23 volumes. ~

Ain-i-Akbari and Akbarnama, written by Abu’l-Fazql
Important sources of history during Akbar’s r T
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detailed description of his life and fimes

eign. They contain
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Aecgunte of travellere

Travellers from ¢l ;}"""* of the world vis ‘*f:r’: the couns of Indion rifers, T hey wione
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(Ching), Al Beruni (Persig), Ibn Botulg ﬂ'!;‘”f/f/m g Wicoko Conti (Boly) wese
some of the travelie

{;f*

m
-
N

fhe peniod in which these epics were wrifien. These
epics have been fransigied o
longuoges.

A Homajmo
Oral soureee
Oral sources of history have no writien
records. They are passed on from one

generafion fo another in the form of tales.
stories and myths. Oral sources are not
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Archaeological sources can be divided
inscriptions_ond_ortefacts. They give U
past. Evidences of earler civilisagtions

excavated iater.

Monumentz

Monuments are structures which
have a historical significance. They
educate us about the events of
the past. They provide information
about the period in which they were
built. the social life of the people.
their religion, culture and beliefs. | 4,b Minar

Temples, forts, palaces, tombs, SO ontor
minarets and stupas are some of them. Red Fort, Taj Mahal, Purand Jna, J

Mantar and Qutub Minar are some of the famous monuments of India.

could read and obey them. We get to know about
the powerful dynasties from these inscriptions.

» Inscriptions from the
Gupta penod

Artefacts
An object that Is made by a person such as @
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tool or a work of art for decorafion;-especially
of historical importance is called an artefact.

Tools, sculpture, jewellery, poftery and coins

are some examples of artefacts. b Sareek coin + Dancing girl of
Mohenjo-daro




Hictoriane and archaeologicte  Aftig, Lo It

Historians are the experts who study Orgamse an 'Activity Weeld i ithe
.and write about the past. They referto  class. Conduct the following activities.
the information found in manuscripts, 1. Visit some local monument,
inscriptions and archaeology.  They a historical place or a museum.
write about the past. 2. Display and study the stamps.
Archaeologists are the scholars 3. 6o out in some muddy area and
who study about the past through Tifggfgse writing on mud or clay

excavation of sites. Sy
4. Do coin rubbing activity on a paper.

°f rk of historians nd . .
ey : At the end of the week, write a short

archaeologists is somg as fhat. of report on all that you have learnt
detectives, who use various sources through all these activities.

fo find out about our pasts.

_ let’s Recap

Sources of history can be broadly grouped info 2 categones——-hterary and
- archaeological. '

s The literary sources of history are chronicles, autobiographies, occoum‘s of
travellers, religious literature and oral sources.

e - The archaeological sources include monuments, inscriptions and artefocfs
Lo Hlstonons and archaeologists study about the past.

* Archives: collection of historical documents
* Dynasties: a sequence of rulers from the same family
* Volume: collection of written or printed sheets bound as a book

* Autobiography: life history of a person written by that same person

* Manuscript: a document written by hand



