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In the Later Vedic a
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Food, dress and amusements

- * In the Early Vedic period, both men and women wore upper and lower garments made
of cotton and wool.

P Ihey wore clothes that were heavy but simple in design. Men wore turbans.
~* Ornaments made of gold, silver and ivory were used by both men and women.
* Barley, m_l]_k and its products like curd and _ghee, vegetables and fruits were their main
food. B TR

—* Chariot-racing, horse-racing, playing dice, music and dance were the favourite pastimes
of the people. s o — *
- ® In the Later Vedic period, there are evidences which indicate the production and
~ consumption of rice by the people. e —
I They also drank soma, an intoxicating drink, mainly during festivals.
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F zlass division
ly Vedic period, the society was divided into classes based on profess
orders of society’—the Brahmins, the Kshatriyas, the Vaisyas
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soQial classes.

% g‘“’mg the Later Vedic per_i_ggf_these professions became hereditary and s
s < e,melEE‘.ce of the caste system which, by this time, had become exIremely i

"\ SUPETIOr position was enjoyed by the Brahmins and the Kshatriyas. The position of : I

Shudras became pathetic and they were also deprived of the rights of performing sacrific # 5

and Tearning the religious texts. & | R
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4 The four ashramas or stages of life

’ s :
In the Later Vedic period, man’s life was divided into four phases, of 25 years each, known
as the four ashramas} They were brahmacharya, grihastha, vanaprastha and sanyasa. These are

S —

discussed here.

1. Brahmacharya (up to 25 years): The [ Review
celibate student time of youth was for
acquiring knowledge in a gurukul. The
focus was on healthy and positive training, = 5

Name the drink which was consumed
during festivals in the Later Vedic period?
What was the role of wife in Rig Vedic

discipline and learning. society?
2 Grihasta (25 to 50 years): The householder = 3. Who was the head of the family during in
phase of life was when one lived with his the Rig Vedic society?

R

spouse and children, fulfilling worldly | - P |
interests and duties of maintaining his family. It was a time of giving, living, learning
and loving one’s family and working for the community.
3. Vanaprastha (50 to 75 years): The hermitage pferiod of life was for focusing more on the
spiritual practices of meditation, contemplation .and prayer. A man took up the role of
2 mature mentor for the adolescents and community.
to 100 years): It was a time
5 i:rnt{\emmiﬁred marj: to retreat from any
kind of active involvement in worldly | _

Vedic society was patriarchal.

matters. They focussed on spiritual goals |

mmmphaseofﬁfe.ﬁiswasthe
period of renunciation.

Women enjoyed considerable freedom in

the Early Vedic period but their freedom

was restricted in the Later Vedic society.

» The four varnas were the Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Shudras.

» The four Ashrams were brahmacharya,

grihasta, vanaprastha and sanyasa.
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education. Curukul means ‘family of the
guru’. The pupilsresided with the teac hers,
served them and simultaneously learnt
and gained knowledge. In a eurukul. the
.jb_l:_}_t__y:h_ tended to ¢ ﬂ”ll“.‘mﬂ- fuel
tor cooking, begged alms, worked in the
111'145“..1!11.1 did other household chores.
The guru was a guide, role-model and a

tather-figure who treated the pupils like
his children.

Grammar, ethics,

logic, Puranas,
mathematics, astronomy, astrology, law,

*q » : s 4 Gurukul !
military science and Vedic literature F
r

were some of the subjects that were taught. There were lady teachers as well. Fees were not

taken by the gurus but the shishyas gave a voluntary contribution known as gurudakshina
when they completed their education.

Political organisation

Early Vedic political organisations: In the Rig Vedic or the Early Vedic period, the Polit:ica‘:
organisation comprised grama (village), visha and jana. Many gramas formed a visha an
several vishas made a jana. |

The leader of a grama was called grnma_m) the leader of a vish was called vishpati and that
of a jana was known as jyeshta.

The state was governed by rajan, the king. He was also known as samrat, the supreme
ruler. The king ruled with the consent of the people. There were three popular co‘tmcﬂs—
sabha, samiti and vidhata. The women were allowed to attend only two— -sabha and vidhata.

i was the assembly of the peop]®and(the sabha was the council of the > elders.)
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The sabha performed advisory as well as judicial functions. The Wpeﬁnmd func'tllg_qs
like economic, religious, social as well as military.

The duty of the king was to protect the tribe, in which he was assisted by a purohit, the
royal chaplain and senani, the chief of the army. The king did not possess a standing army.

Later Vedic political organisations: In the Later Vedic period, kingship became hereditary.
At the same time, the role of the people in the administration diminished as during this
period, the popular assemblies of the Early Vedic times lost their importance. In Later Vedic

period, the vidhata completely disappeared. The sabha and samiti continued, but their
characters changed. y " e |

(Wohen were no longer permitted to sit in the sabhd)It was now dominated by nobles

and the Brahnins. The kings became more powerful. The term rashtra, which indicates
rritory, first appeared in this period. The king performed a number of rituals and sacrifices

0 consolidate his hold over the throne. These included the following.

* Rajasuya sacrifice was supposed to confer supreme power to the king,

'mm.ihpcrfom\odm:ituﬂ which meant unquestioned |
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various occupat; B 24 it < B
ott Pations mentioned in the Vedijc texts were that of the leather wOrkers,
potters and carpenters. N : : T
caphured af: —+I5. INone of these occupations was considered ~status. (
s CT war was also a major source of wealth. S
-~ ~-onomic exchanges were conducted b?vmg gifts, particularly to kings, callec
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Priests, called dana@arter system prevailed.)The possession of cattle was synonyn
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o alth. While gold is mentioned in some mns, there is no indication of the use aF Cal
In the Later Vedic period, the transition of the Vedic society from semi-nomadic lifeto

Ssettled agriculture lead to an increase in trade. (ég;iculture dominated the economic : _

along the Gangetic plains and the use of iron tools increased. Crops such as wheat, rice and

laix;lgy were cultivated. 5
Although coins were introduced, barter § ie

system was still dominant in trade. Besides 1 at Al Volumary"coﬁm'g;ﬁoﬁ 2R

o culture 1an§1 s I(:CCltlp at1'0n5 suctls k] given to the teacher by a student in the
e eater work, RIRELE, potiery | gurukul system known as?

: E_S_t_rg_lggy' lewellegz-r.naku‘gg, d u(;gand e l 2. What is an ashvamedha sacrifice?
making Wgre also in vogue. ;cu ¢ 2 i 3. Name some of the professions in vogue
were centred on caste-system,) Apart from B b the Laer Vedic pariod.

the use of copper, bronze and gold, the Later et |
Vedic texts also mention tin, lead and silver. So the use of various types of metals was known

to Later Vedic people.(Women were engaged in many other occupations like dy¢ing, knitting,

weaving and 9pinni1‘l§9
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A Comparison: Early Vedic Period and Later 0d

* Women enjoyed equal rights and status.
They chose their husbands and widow
remarriage was prevalent.

* There was no rigid caste system. The varna
system was occupation-centric.

* The people participated actively in political
organisations. The king was the head.

e The economy was predominantly pastoral.
Cow was considered as the chief source of

wealth.

e Wooden
agriculture.

used 1In

ploughs  were

o The religious beliefs were simple and
gods were worshipped who were the
manifestation of nature and its forces.

e As recorded in the texts, the use of metals
such as copper, bronze and gold existed.

o Barter system was prevalent but there
were Nno coins. |

« Other occupations included leather and

metal work, pottery and carpentry.
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The position of BRI
declined. They could not choOs
husbands and widow remarriage W
more favoured. e
The caste system became rigid P
hereditary. *- } AR
The king became more powerful

the role of people in administration

diminished.
The economy was centred on agriculture.

Land became the indicator of wealth.

S T
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Agriculture was revolutionised with the
coming of iron tools. More crops were
produced.

The religious beliefs became complicated
and more ritual-centric. The Brahmins, as
priests, became important. The concept of
rebirth, karma, dharma and moksh gained
roots.

Metals such as tin, lead and silver got
added to the list.

Barter system was still prevalent but coins
came in vogue.

Occupations like jewellery-making, wine-
making, dyeing, spinning, weaving,
knitting and astrology became popular.
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