When I Was Twelve

Getting Started

*# Most of us enjoy drawing cartoons. With pencil or pen in hand, we sometimes cannot
stop ourselves from creating cartoons for all the ideas we have. Have you drawn
cartoons in your notebooks during class hours?

We all went to a *Kannada Municipal school. It was a most elegant school—not the
kind of Municipal schools we have today. Don’t forget that the Maharaja of "Mysore

himself took a special interest in the school!
~All the teachers, with rare exceptions,

RE

xcellent. All our younger days
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~uted. He was the target of my
hoard—Ram has 35 mangoes,

hought he'd not ask me

anyway! So we mumbled and he twisted our ears and sh
caricature. One day he'd written the usual sum on the black
Krishna has 4. It was a simple sum but quite beyond me! ||
so | sat hiding behind the others, who, like me, were ‘
sketching. It looked very much like a tiger. A man with hri.u;l‘llmg n T
all that developed as the questions went on. He was in the first row. | was in the last.

| got involved in the caricature. Suddenly, I felt a piercing pain in my lutll_ {_"E'Il‘. | turr{(:d.
This monster was twisting my ear

for having drawn him! He said, ‘So
you have drawn me?’ | said, ‘No sir,
[ did not draw you!” But he could
recognise it through all that likeness
to a tiger, that it was he! Of course |

| was punished.

all short little boys. | started

woustache, teeth and

F & .

»-f—;*—%‘.-r was the time I realised the art
of caricature. I saw: ‘My god, indeed

QIR e coes look like a tiger! My attempr

I was not to draw a tiger but I drew
Wl © the face of a tiger subconsciously
“as an extension of the man’s .
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also stood up! How to entertain him? To offer coffee to him is just not done because he's
'the one who makes excellent coffee! Discussions began. Everyone hung upon his words.
What do you want?’ he asked. ‘We don’t have to tell you what we want. You know best!’
That pleased him. After an hour he said, ‘1 want this much rice, this much ghee, this
much..” While all this was happening, I was in a corner of the room sketching as usual
becagse | was a compulsive sketcher right from the age of three. While | was sketching, I
was listening to the conversation. It seemed like they were ordering enormous quantities
of food but in those days everything was so cheap. Discussions ended, he was about to go
when someone said, ‘You can’t leave without coffee! Of course, it won’t be good but we’ll
be highly honoured.’ So he sat on.

Everybody was relaxed. To get the man himself was difficult but to get the man to sit
down and have coffee! At that time one of my cousins saw my caricature and began to
giggle. Ha ha ha...the laughter spread like wildfire. Everyone wanted to have a look at
the sketch. The group started moving towards me behind the pillar. The man found that
his circle had diminished. ‘What is it?” he asked good-humouredly.

Everybody thought it was a good
likeness but he took one look and
fell grimly silent. ‘I am not going
to cook for this marriage, he said
and began to make his way out.
Members of the family—senior
ICS officers and others in high
government posts—ran after him.
‘You have called me here to insult
me!’ he said. ‘I have cooked for
the Maharaja. I have cooked for
Supreme Court Judges...I have
cooked for..but never have I been
insulted like this. Goodbye! Thank
you!’ And he stomped out. Then a
very clever uncle was called upon
to woo him back. How he did it is

another story!

You might think I was roundly
scolded for this major catastrophe.
[ wasn’t. My family always
supported me. | don’t know why.
parents neither encouraged me nor discouraged me.
These same parents left me with a piece of chalk at the
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As an enlightened family, my
Mercifully, they left me alone.



en. Then came colour

age of three. This changed to a pencil at the age of six or SéV

pencils and paint boxes. I'm grateful to them. And they were
progressed from class to class.

very proud of me as |

—R K Laxman

A-bOUt ‘che Author ___/—|

Rasipuram Krishnaswami lyer Laxman (1921 -26), famously known asF 5 b’fisl;i,::l?;y:
was an Indian cartoonist, illustrator, and humorist. He was best known fo
The Common Man and for his cartoon strip, You Said It.
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