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World War-II
I‘BTEf sumary___
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| Foreign Policy of Germany from 1933 to 1939 -
! im._m .Non-Aggressmn Pact with Poland in 1

* Boycott of Disarmament Conference of 1932
' 934 - Plebiscite in Saar region in favour of
war - Capture of Rhineland - Annexation of

-Attack on Poland in 1939-Beginnin
Aggressive nationalism in ltaly - Aggressive foreign pDIICigOf Mfsztatl?:
*Anti-Ge : y upto 1934 and Pro-Germany after 1934 - Main objective was territorial expansion
ver raw matenals for Industrial development - Capture of Albania in1939 - Invasion
- AD iIn Spanish Civil War * Ground prepared for Second World War
ppeasen policy of Britain and France and how it brought war closer.

RS LEADING TO THE WAR, AGGRESSIVE POLICY OF
*_x AND JAPAN : ANGLO-FRENCH APPEASEMENT

|
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E a‘” A }m Rirst World War, the League of Nations was formed with a passionate desire to end
%_ ;':_: s g fﬁ all. But the United States of America refused to join the League. In 1925 the
s

s . SSNG et was signed by Great Britain, France, Belgium, Germany and Italy. By this,
" ccepted as permanent her frontiers as defined by the Treaty of Versailles. Germany
B member of the League of Nations in 1926 with a permanent seat on its Council.
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Wmid War was a curse for Germany. After the defeat, the Kaiser William fled to
Ger any now became a Republic known as the Weimer Republic. From the very
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beginning, the Weimar Republic faced a number of problems and became weak. Thyx Y the,
of 1932 the Weimer Republic collapsed. During this period Hitler, an Austrian by biry, fo
party known as National Socialists or Nazi Party. Very soon he became very popular ip G

{.r""r-

for his strong criticism of the treaty of Versailles. He also demanded that the treaty of Veryy by

should be denounced immediately. Gradually the Nazi Party captured 230 seats oy of w g
1932 elections. He was appointed the Chancellor and Hindenburg became the Presidep of ¢

coalition government. In 1934 President Hindenburg died and Hitler made himself the le
and the Chancellor. Thus he became the Dictator of Germany.

The main aim of Hitler was to make Germany a great power again. He wanted to achieve g
by his aggressive foreign policy. The main object of Hitler was to:

1. Destroy the hated Versailles Settlement,

2. Build up the army,
3. Recover lost territories such as the Saar and the Polish Corridor, and
4. Bring all Germans inside the Reich. This would involve annexation of Austria, to take

territories from Czechoslovakia and Poland. Both of these had large German minorities a
a result of the Peace Settlement.'

1. Boycott of the Disarmament Conference (1932)

From the very beginning, Hitler had no faith in the ideals of the League of Nations. He
started to arm Germany as soon as he captured power. He considered Germany’s membership 0!

the League as the chief obstacle to his desired foreign policy. In 1932 the World Disarmame!
Conference was held at Geneva. The representatives of g

sixty one states including Germany attended the
Conterence. Japan withdrew from the League.
Germany also withdrew from the Disarmament
Conference and the League of Nations on October,
1933 on the ground that France did not agree to have
equality of armaments with Germany. Henceforth

Hitler started to ignore those clauses of the Treaty of
Versailles which restricted her arm strength.

2.G sh Pact of 1934

Next Hitler signed a ten year Non-Aggression Pact |
with Poland in January, 1934. Some German
territories like Danzig, Posen, Silesia and others were

handed over to Poland by the Treaty of Versailles.
Hitler on the other hand wanted to include all Germans
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7. Annexation of Austria, 1938

Hitler was an Austrian by birth and that part

‘ersailles
interest in Austria. According to the terms of the Ve
and their union in

Kampf contained
o the Great

ly explained his

i-l't‘aliﬁ‘ Austria was HL‘[HH'Lilt'tl from Germany i
future was forbidden. The first page of ‘Mein K
the sentence, “German Austria must return {
German Motherland.” Hitler wanted the union known as

‘Anschluss’. On 25 July, 1934, a hand of Austrian NaZIS
attacked the Austrian Chancellor Dollfuss who SubseqUEIlﬂ

died as a result of the attack. Italy regarded Austria as a butl€ "r*i
state between her and Germany and accordingly gllﬂl'mtwd lts
independence. When the Austrian Nazis attacked the Austl‘lm
Chancellor Dollfuss, Italy sent three battalions of Italian force

there to suppress the insurgents. The Nazi attempt faﬂed fﬂ s

capture power. Hitler strongly denounced his campﬁﬁty
this incident. When Hitler saw that his intervention in Spain hd i 1)
he came forward to fulfill his plan of union of Austria Wﬁh erman)

encouraged within Austria and the Austrian Chamallﬁr W&;. ?E&?m# pellec
foreign affairs at Germany's direction and alsam a INazi m
1'. o ‘__I

1938, Hitler poured troops into Austria and nco
way ‘Anschluss’ was complete. The annexation

Czechoslovakia in near future.
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w’t:ab thus the culmination of

Pac ‘HHMEIHUH]C e ; R of
the Westem Denu‘n.r..my nt policy of the great powers and warrant

'I:he European Leaders at Munich, 1938

srman Attack on Poland, September 1939

After the Munich Pact, inspired Hitler now demanded the city of Danzig for construction of a
German highway across the Polish Corridor. The Polish government naturally refused to consider
the German demand on the basis of Anglo-French guarantee to protect Poland. The British Prime
Minister Chamberlain now gave up his policy of appeasement and declared that Britain would
help Poland in case of any German attack. Chamberlain wanted Russia to his side and started
negotiations with Russia. While the negotiations were going on, Russia and Germany signed a
Non-Aggression Pact on 23 August, 1939, for ten years. This Pact revealed the imperialistic
attitude of both the states because Eastern Europe was partitioned into German and Russian

~sphere of influence.

~ In this situation, the Polish government invited Germany for a discussion which Hitler flatly

refused. Hitler was now convinced that Britain and France would not risk any intervention in

~ Poland because Russia would remain neutral for the Non-Aggression Pact with Germany. When
ratified the guarantee to Poland, Hitler took it as a bluff. This was a miscalculation of
b1 H t Poland. He never thought that Britain and France would risk the war. Chamberlain
_ e to Hitler that in his judgment no question was an issue between Germany and Poland
+ 1 “coulc nm and should be resolved without the use of force.”
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS.

1. What was the result of
plebiscite in Saar?

2. What was meant by
Anschluss?

3. Write the main objectives
of Hitler to make Germany a
great power.

4.Discuss about the German
-Polish pact of 1934.



