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) ‘ individuals and mo;srt- pycopl.c éccl;?l lhc‘m::nghl&;ug‘;;:qomc may violate them.

v "'i,,;f TYPES OF SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

o ) o KINSHIP

) In simple societies a person’s position in the society, his rights and duties, his
a')g) claim to properly etc. depend on

: his/her genealogical rclationships. to. Othecrl
R ( members. The primary social groups in such societies are all linked by kinship an

in most of the cases their membership is fixed by descent. In common usage, people
{ o .
9

having ‘Common blood relation” and having a common ancestor are the Kins. Rivers
)'7(1 defined ‘kinship is the social recognition of biological ties’. The ties of kinship offer
people claims to land for cultivation, to other kinds of property, to mutual assistance
in the pursuit of common interests, to authority over others ; and obligations which
=Y
N complemen

t these claims, on those in authority to regard the welfare of those
subjects to them, obedience and co-operation from the part of

conformity
capacities t

the people establish
to kin relationship. Depending on the principles and organisational

o implement such principles societies may vary in their strength of
kinship bonds. In some societies, with passage of time kin identities are loosened or

Jost as the distance from common ancestor becomes obvious. In some other
societies appropriate devices are sought soO that Kinship ties and Kinship
arrangements are maintained with care.

The elements that lead to kinship cohesion and even mere existence of such
social institutions are :

e Certain classificatory terms designating important relationships based on

kinship ties are acknowledged and practiced among people of some Kin
group.

e A common link is accepted with an ancestor even if that link is not visibly
clear or direct. The ‘kindred’ or the body of persons who are genealogically

linked to the man who might have been the source of this relationship. This
identity is nurtured by belief among

the members flowing through
generations.

e HKinship implies two possibilities of relationship-link by blood and link by

marriage. All the people who are related by ‘blood’ in any way to an individual

are his cognates and those who are related to him by marriage are his affines.

o f\'ipsl?ip offers the system of continuing property-holding based on the
principles of descent traceable in one line only either through the males or
through females which is commonly known as unilateral descent. The group
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which ensures share in property holding I;O{h'lsd'"emlicfs b A\
inci i te groups. € descent jg =
rinciple, is known as corl?ora 4 il Ce
glalesponly, it is called patrilineal or agnatic an.d if it lts traceq lhrc)u(;:]
it is called matrilineal. Societies may have varied ZP IE:IS for the M.

continue a kinship live. Thus, it may be double descep,

Fep ™
relationships determined by both males & females. el

Kinship ensures cohesion, a unique social :derzlutt).l and S.CTSC of SCeyp,
definite group of people living in a simple accomo t?] ';’Cl sgc'dc_r{' There ,ifr
examples of kin groups based on descent though tha f{g'] kl' €rent p“nci[;lm
living in group. Among the Iban of Borneo the system o _“' CR"was ohge Qd&‘i
live in ‘long-houses’ in which the rooms are connected with one anothe, Uili
Platform by the side of a river. ‘Bilek’ means one of these rooms, ag welp !
group living in it. The residents of ‘bilek’ enjoy property ownership ag A par
group. They owned the rice-fields that were first cleared by members thay |
fruit trees planted by earlier members, a canoe, _Lools and v‘aluablcs. I
generation one of the children born in bilek must live ll)erc al! ll's life, thus |
responsible to maintain the continuity by descent. Marriage within the il

compulsion, thus filiation js strictly followed. Many other droups are there

dictates their Property inheritance, marriage, choice of OCCupation etc Afte
death of the father the unit may be broken into divisions and

new and original lineage groups are finally fitted into the scheme
appropriate place in the genealogy, by some sort of adoption.

within the system not as individual actors, rather as e
particular male members. Even in matrilineal socje

members js relatively limited and after more than one generations it bec
difficult to continue on one genealogical tree, This indj
group bond for the Sustenance of socig| relationships in
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Social Institutions 1.5

one woman or one woman with more than one man. If one man marries more than
one women, that is known as polygyny. If one woman marries to a number of men is
polyandry.

There ar_erfsevetral ways of acquiring mates depending on the socio-economic
rea'lme? of di efe? tSOC'e“,eS' The rights acquired and enjoyed by each partner also
var;(;sorr?-mhts?cgel); O soclety. In most of the societies the husband acquires two
ty?e:r . wo;%ans crcl)%]] Z In Uxorem and rights in genetricem. The first type of rights are
c(:)(;nsider . womanSlas,er:d aSt : sexual and domestic partner ; the other types of rights

. mother. In modern societi i i
and implications. ocieties the rights are changing forms

In many l?atrllmeal Societies every man is bound to have legitimate progeny, as a
result'of which system of adoption of children formalising inheritance has been
established. In many patrilineal societies a man’s heir is his next brother, who
succeeds to his responsibilities and his status generally as well as inheriting his
possessions. He thus becomes the guardian of his widows as well as of his children,
he is permltt.ed to Coglabit with dead brother’s wife thereby virtually accepting a
conjugal relationship with her. This is known as levirate.

Bgcent s.oci.etie.s are witnessing several changes in the form & functions of these
traditional institutions. Marriage as an institution has passed through many
experiments. Presently, monogamy is the commonest practice in all the societies but
as an institution marriage is definitely losing ground.

FAMILY

A family is a domestic group in which parents and children live together, and in
its elementary from it consists of a couple with their children. In most of the societies
family is accepted as the basic unit. This type of family is generally designated as
‘nuclear’ or ‘elementary’ family. Evans-pritchard made a classification of types of
family which is commonly practiced even under different names sometimes.

e Natural family consists of parents, whether marriage or not, and their

children.

e Simple legal family consists of a married couple and their children.

e Complex legal family can be described as a member of separate families

linked by their relationship to a common father.

* A ghost-family consists of the ghost (the pater), his wife, their children and the

kinsman who became their genitor in virtue of his duty towards the ghost.
This type he found among the Nuer and some other African peoples, who
believe in the responsibility of kinsmen to help any male member to get
married. They may offer cattles or property from the common share. If even
after all sorts of corporation the respective male fails to get married, the
nearest kinsman should now be responsible to marry the selected bride and
take care of her would be children.

Some exception to this classification can be identified as among the matrilineal
society of the Nayons, Lineage relationship is more important than family relationship
and the children become the responsibility of the lineage rather than their biological
father. Also the family need not be a domestic group among the Ashanti, where
husband and wife after marriage go on living among their own kin, and they do not
prefer to form a new home for themselves. Among the Jao and Cewa of Malawi,
when a man first marries he must live at his wife’s home, but later he may be
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i i trilineal kin. So by the time p;
remove her to a village of his own ma his
ggﬁgﬁgéoare old enough to marry he will be the head of the homestead to whijcy,

their husbands come.

The place of living of a young couple and their childre'n is import.?\nt fpr the
society as this determines his relationship and inheritance of lineage. I"{amage is thus
jivided in terms of place of living as patrilocal and matrilocal societies. These are
1ow used to explain rules of residence and not marriage. The societies in which new
amilies are to be settled under the guidance of mother’s brother, those are known
s avunculocal. Two more terms are used, virilocal implying ‘with the husband’s
eople’ and uxorilocal, meaning with the wife’s people.
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