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n O nce upon a time, a tiger was caught in a trap. He tried and tried to get
out, but the trap was very strong and he could not get through the bars
]ust then, an old man came walking by.

The tiger cried out, ‘Let me out, my friend! Let me out of this awfy] trap.’

‘No,’ said the old man. ‘You will eat me up.’

‘No, no!” said the tiger. ‘I shall be your friend and servant.’

Then he cried and cried until the old man

at last opened the door, T tiger
immediately caught hold of the old man.

“You fool!” roared the tiger. ‘Now I shall eat you up.’




' «you are lucky!” said the tree. ‘People
eat my leaves and cut my branches.
 Goaway.’

The old man saw a bullock
pulling water from a
well. He asked the
bullock for help.

“You are lucky,

old man,” said the
bullock. Tworkall
day and get little
to eat.’

Then the old man said to the road, ‘O road, tell the tiger to let me free.’

cky. Look at me. People walk and ride on me.

‘Never, said the road. ‘You are lu
They throw rubbish on me. Go back to the tiger.’

The old man was sad, but he was also honest. He walked back to the tiger.

On the way he met a jackal.

“What's the matter, old man?’ asked the jackal.

The old man told him the story of the tiger: ‘And now the tiger will eat me,’

he cried.
M




?’ he asked the tiger, L

H;w did you get into the trap in the beginning
;Like this,” replied the tiger.

‘But how? Show me,’ said the jackal.

The tiger got into the trap, and at once the jackal shut the door.

‘Now stay there, said the clever jackal, and he and the old man went away,

(Adapted from the Jatakq Ty




