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mﬂ writings were divided in early time,
hination of form and content. Previoug)y,
followed by classification of teys

Several categories into which the Buddhistiganon
is known as anga. This system was based on «
it used to categorise types of material within the text
themselves.
While the Mahayana school used
Mahasanghika schools used an ancient ninefold division.
The nine angas in Pali are the following, ‘

1 system of twelve categories, the Theravada ang
' . .

1. Sutta/Sutra: These were the sermons or discourses of the Buddha written in prose form.

2. Geyya/Geya: The term geya means ‘mixed prose and verse’. It was usually understood as

sutta that encompassed verse (gatha).
which a popular Pali work

3. Veyyakarana: These were prophecies or explanations, under
Abhidhamma Pitaka has been categorized.

Gatha: These were the poems.

Udana: These were the special teachings of Buddha in verse or prose.
Itivuttaka: These contained tales about the past lives of Budhha’s disciples.
Jataka: These were the stories of the previous lives of Buddha.
Abbhutadhamma/Abdhutadharma: These comprised the miraculous stories.

Vedalla: These comprised of the religious instructions.

© ® N U s

The twelvefold system added the following angas.

10. Nidana: The term nidana means ‘cause’. These were the historical narratives or the
introductions.

11. Avadana: The term avadana means ‘nobles deeds’. Hence, these were Buddha’s stories
about the good deeds or karma in people’s previous lives and their effect on their present
lives.

12. Upadesa: This comprised the discussions on doctrine.

Tripitakas

Tripitakas were written in Pali and are revered by the Theravada schoo] of Buddhism. The term

tripitaka in Sanskrit means "three baskets’. Hence, the work is divided into three cateoorics

each has a “basket of teaching’— Sutra ‘Pitaka, Vinaya Pitaka and Abhidharma Pitaka -

1. Sutra Pitaka: Itis the oldest and shortest of all the other categories,
of monastic life

2. Vinaya Pitaka: The second and the longest of all categories, combri :
discourses of Buddha to his disciples centered on ethics. t mprises dﬁ({@nes and

3. Abhidharma Pitaka: It is(the philosophical as well as psychological anafu.c. F
of Budd_ha, ANalysis of the doctrines

Q talks about regulations

e————
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/v Jatakas

The ]atfikas are popular tales about the previous births and lives of the Buddha, as human
and animal form. They are scattered across various sections of the Pali canon and has been
preserved by all the sects of Buddhism. These tales are native to India. -

| Inthe Theravada Buddhism, the Jatakas constitute one of the an gas included in the Khuddaka
Nikaya of the Sutta Pitaka. A group of 35 tales have also been collected in Cariya Piyaka (basket
of conduct). Around 550 tales were collected in a Sinhalese commen tary in the fifth century
BCE called Jatakathavanna. This has been attributed to.a Buddhist scholar, Buddhagosa.

The.se tales traditionally begin with a situation that leads to the narration of the story and

ends with the Buddha’s identification of people in the introductory stories

from the past. The Buddha, in these previous lives stories, may appear as a god, an elephant,
a king or an outcast but exhibit the virtues that the stories emphasise.

| The Jataka tales have parallels in the Sanskrit epic Mahabharata and also in collections
llkf: tl:le Panchatantra and the Puranas. The Jataka tales have been illustrated multi ple times in
paintings and sculptures such as in the Ajanta caves and on the gates of Sanchi Stupa.

to those of people

Factors for the Rise of Jainism and Buddhism

These were some of the factors for the rise of Jainism and Buddhism in India.

. Opposition to rituals and rites

(_The rituals in Hinduism had become too expensive and complex: Common people could
not afford to conduct yajnas. The Vedic philosophy had lost its purity. The people eventually

d%t__eh)_ge_d_ajggng dislike for these rituals. The sacrifices prescribed by the Vedas had become
i

e ol _—

fficult affair and consumed immense amount of time, energy and money
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Supremacy of the priests

( ! )l The priests began encourag; eople to perform expensive yajnas and sacrifices
g e - - . " - i —— .
which were beyond their means. The rahmpnefts failed to understand and gtasp the
gravity of the si'ﬁigﬁbi{.):ﬁhce, this attitude e priests was not liked by the common man
and the Kshatriya rulers. Buddha and Mahavira were two Kshatriya princes who revolted.

Casteism

" & T
The classification of society and the caste system amongst peoplethad become mandatory,.
With the passage of time,/ castes became extremely rigid, like water-tight compartments.
There were restrictions on food and drinks and no inter-caste marriages or interactions were

possible. rson of the low caste led a miserable life. Buddhism and Jainism offered them
an honourable place.

Slaughter of animals

A large number of animals had to be Slalighitered for ceremonial sacrifices and yajnas. The
common man, therefore, resented such meaningless and indiscriminate killing in the name

Jainism and Buddhism =
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Doctrines of Jainism

The various doctrines of Jainism are:

1. Tri-ratnas (three jewels): Mahavira laid
' ; great stress on a pure and austere mod Vi
I-}e pl:escnbed a threefold path for leading a pure life. These were: T i
A. right belief, |
Al. right knowledge and
id. right conduct.

The- thrfaefold .path is known as the tri-ratna (three jewels). By following it, a man could
attain siddha-sila which means liberation from karma and transmigration.

2. Nine tattvas: The nine tattvas or
principles are the single most
important subject of the Jain

‘}hilosophy. These are:
i. Jiva: soul or living beings

\/ (consciousness),
ii. Ajiva: non-living things,

iii. Asrava: good deeds,
iv. Bandh: bondage of karma,
J Punya: virtue, result of good
deeds,

. Papa: sin, , _ e S
vii. Samvara: hindrances in the way The Tirthankaras

——

of karma,
viii. Nirjara: exhaustion of the accumulated karmas and

\.i}a Moksha: salvation.

3. Five vows: Since the supreme goal of
avoid all kinds of evil deeds or karmas.
householder and a monk. These were the five grea

N}ie to attain salvation. They are:
i. non-violence (ahimsa) towar

life is the attainment of salvation, one needs to
Mahavira prescribed some ethical code both for a
t vows by which one must lead one’s

ds all living beings (human, animal or plant life);

i wl 511"
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i : ' ople or places;
\Ai. not getting too attached (aparigraha) to material possessions, pe P P
\t,/a{i’.‘ not telling lies (satya);

Sy by someb
. notstealing(m:tvyn)ortakingthingsthatarenotwﬂlmglyhandedover ysomebody

and
: d
’\/ sexual restraint (brahmacharya) practised as celibacy by monks and nuns and
monogamy by normal society.

~
Teachings of Mahavira a
Review
Some of the follows : _
discussed here, T O 1. What did Mahavira preach about the
* Ahimsa (non-voilence): Mahavira put existence of god?

great emphasis on ghimsa. In Jainism, 2 Whatare the Al tﬂtm?s;f] amlST;mmm
ahimsa is the standard by which all the 3- Whatwas the difference between
actions are judged. A householder has to and mahavrata?

observe small vows (anuvrata). For him,

the practice of ahimsa requires that he cannot kill any animal. An ascetic person has to
observe great vows (mahavrata). For him, ahimsa requires utmost care to prevent him from
knowingly or unknowingly causing harm to any living substance. Living matter (jiva)
not only includes human beings but insects, animals and plants. The killing of living

matter increases one’s karma and delays one’s liberation from the cycle of rebirths.

_* Denial of the existence of ' god: Mahavira did not believe in the existence of god. He said

that man’s liberation from suffering did not depend on any god. Man is the architect of

his own destiny. One can escape the evils by following an austere, pure and Virtuous
life g et LA e

0 S ¥
_* Denial of the Vedas: Mahavira rejected the authority of the VeEas

and meaningless rites
and ceremonies. According to him, all Vedic gods and goddesses were imaginary and

they were to misguide the society. He cﬁﬁdsed the Vedic rituals and supremacy of the
Brahmins. A

. ’I' F
» Exfreme asceticism: Mahavira aéskgd his followers to practice extreme asceticism. This
could be done by practising penances, fasting and torturing the body. In order to follow
a more austere [ife he asked his followers to even discard clothes.

—e

e Karma and moksh: The chief aim of Mahavira’s teachin

the liberation of the soul from earthly bondage and the cycle of births and rebirths. It is
due to karma that the soul is in a state of bondage. This bondage is created by passion
and desire accumulated over several births. One should be responsible for every action
(karma) that he or she does. Good deeds alone can liberate a person from the cycle of
birth and death. The ultimate goal of self-reformation and the application of the Jain
tri-ratna is to break free from this cycle of birth and death. In Jainism, a soul that frees
itself (moksh) from the samsara, cycle of life and death, is called siddha (liberated soul).

» Universal brotherhood: Lord Mahavira laid stress on the equality of all human beings,
-~ universal brotherhood and no caste distinctions. He said that all living rbeings had the

right to live and thus, everybody should be shown compassion. From its beginning,
Jainism welcomed women into the ascetic community:.
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