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: l.w literary and archaeological sources for the reconstruction of the age of the Guptas are
discussed here.

Literary Sources
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Information regarding the Gupta period is available from a variety of literary ‘h"iuru‘f’-._‘ﬂ“
accounts of foreign travellers such as Fa-Hien and Hiuen Tsang and Kalidasa’s writings

provide detailed information on the Gupta period. | ) :
Accounts of Fa-Hien: Fa-Hien was a Chinese monk who visited India during the age of

Chandragupta Vikramaditya or Chandragupta II. He conveyed a fine impression about
his empire. '1‘115_1raritms aspects of the Gupta Empire, such as Eolitical, religious, _s_c_)_f;“ifil and_
economic, were recorded in his writings.| He travelled mostly on foot with the purpose of
collecting Buddhist canon in India to carry them to China. Although(his book The Travels of
Fa-Hien is largely devoted to places of worship of Buddha, his observations give us valuable
information about India in the fifth century CE) _1

| He described the country as peaceful and prosperous under the rule of the Guptas. The

- overall impression is that while Buddhism still flourished, it had lost its importance and
royal patronage in the land of its origin. Hinduism was in the ascendancy again.

Archaeological Sources

The archaeological sources mainly consist of three categories—inscriptions, monuments and
coins. These sources provide us more precise information regarding the Gupta period.

T

Inscriptions: The prominent inscriptions of the Gupta period include:
* Allahabad Pillar inscription (composed by Harisena, the court poet of Samudragupta)
* Mathura Stone inscription (Chandragupta II)
» Udayagiri Cave inscription (two inscriptions of Chandragupta II)
¢ Junagadh rock inscription (Skandagupta)
Other stone pillar inscriptions are those at Bhitari, Kahaum, Bilsad and Eran. There are
many other inscriptions found at different places which help us reconstruct the age of the

Guptas.
The Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta is the most important epigraphic
evidence of the imperial Guptas. Written in Sanskrit by Harisena,Some parts of the Prayagn

Prasasti were composed in verse and others in prose. The verse portion containin eight

| stanzas is followed by the prose part. Historians, both ancient and modern, have considered
the historical value Bi%ﬂcﬁﬂs&m

2 It provided an 1m list of kings and tribal republics that were conquered by

amudragupta.
‘ \/Clst records a list of_twelve rulers whom Samudragupta had captured and released as
a favour to them on his expedition to the South (daksinapatha)) Tt gives us extensive
“knowledge about East and South India.

However, some scholars argue that since Prayaga Prasasti was O rt
poet of Samudragupta under his patronage, the version mioh b:ﬂmposed by the cou
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ragupta (335 to 380 CE)

Samudragupta s mother was the
vi queen Kumaradevi and possibly he
vas not st the eldest son. From the Allahabad
_ r inscription composed by Harisena, it is
khat Chandragupta I deliberately chose

’ Ag pta to succeed him as the next

e were some of his characteristics.
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an able and efficient administrator.
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» The Nalanda University was €5

+ The Dashavatar temple at Deogarh isa

fine example of the Gupta architecture.
tablished

in the fifth century CE under the
Gupta rule. It was supposedly the first
international residential university in the

world. Students from various parts of the '

world came here to study.

i

torlans such as R K Mukherjee have called Samudragupta the 0
".T; his principle was war and aggression. The historian Vi Vincent Smi
-qg;aa ian Napolean’ due to his military e_>5plo1ts

e was not only a great conqueror but also an outstanding ’tf

-_-f was also known as ‘the prince of poets’ (Kaviraj
¥ He was also a protector of the poor and the weak.

ong &- 5: Samudragupta made elaborate plans for his
dec:lded to subdue the neighbouring kingdom

ka
th has called him

statesman and

) as he composed several poems.

conquests of the North and the
s first and then went for far off

i hier tl!ﬂ S.
" In his first campaign in North India, Samudragupta defeated Achyuta, the ruler of
, aga kings of Mathura and the

hichhetra (areas

hhet: of modern Bareilly district), the
 of Padmavati (near Gwalior). The Naga kings

'weré the most powerful kings
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AccordingtoHarisena, Samudragupta had /Review
performed an ashwamedha yajna or ‘horse
sacrifice’. A stone replica of the horse has
been kept at the Lucknow Museum. He

also had issued gold coins to celebrate his
conquests.

Patron of art: Apart from his military =4
prowess, Samudragupta also had great

inclination towards art, literature and learning. Many eminent scholars adorned his court.
Harisena, Asanga and Vasubandhu were the major scholars. He was also a music-lover.
In some of his coins, he is shown seated on the couch playing a veena or lute.

R?ligious policy: Though Samudragupta was an orthcmiﬂ_g_&ljilﬁﬁ;nd a_follower of
Vishnu, he was tolerant to other religi_c_ms.@-le permitted Sirimeghvanna, a Buddhist king
from Sri Lanka, to construct a monastery at Bodh Gaya. 7/

1. What were the two policies followed by
Chandragupta I to increase his power and
prestige?

2. How do we know that Samudragupta was

a patron of art?
. Who were known as ‘mlechha’?

Chandragupta Vikramaditya or Chandragupta II (375 to 415 CE)

Chandragupta II, also called Vikramaditya, was the son of Samudragupta from his queen,

Dattadevi. He was chosen as the successor to the imperial throne by Samudragupta himself.

However, it is also said that he came to power by assassinating a weak elder brother.
Inheriting a large empire, he continued the policy of his father by extending control over

~ the neighbouring territories. During his rule, art, architecture and sculpture flourished and

the cultural development of India reached its climax.

Foreign policy: Chandragupta Vikramaditya used matrimonial alliances as a part of his

foreign policy.
\ e married the Naga princess, Kubernaga. With this marriage, the powerful Naga rulers

became his allies.

» He also married the Kadamba princess from the Kuntala region.

» He then got his daughter Prabhavati, born of the Naga queen, 1'_narried to Rudrasena
II, the Vakataka prince from South India. This alliance helped him establish political

influence in the Deccan.
Military policy: Chandragupta I also carried out military campaigns to extend his

territories.
» He fought a long campaign against the Saka rulers of West India. By 408-409 CE, the Saka
rule in Malwa, Gujarat and Saurashtra had come to an end. He was given the title ‘Sakari’

or the ‘conqueror of Sakas’. s

» He also crushed the chiefs of Bengal (then known as Vanga) and his main enemy
Rudrasimha III. | Yo

. 'Ka:o}_d_mg to Kalidasa, Chandragupta II also conquered Paragkias and Kambojas who

L

lived near present-day Iran. 2e%
» Kalidasa also said that Chandragupta II won the lands run by tribes such as Kiratas éfnd
Kinnaras. He had stated that Chandragupta Il had won 21 kingdoms within andgatside

India."
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