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Degrees of Comparison

1. Adjectives of quality have three degrees of comparison—positive, comparative,
superlative. For example,

Positive Comparative Superlative
tall taller tallest
easy easier easlest

2. Look at the following illustrations:

This 1s an old man. This man i1s older This man is the
than the other. oldest of all.

» The positive degree is used when no comparison is made.

This 1s an old man. (This old man 1s not being compared
with any other man. Hence we have
used the positive degree.)

P The comparative degree is used to compare two things or two groups of things.

This man is older than the other.  (Two old men are being comparfed.
Hence we have used the comparative

degree.)
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» We use than with the comparative degree of an adjective:
oasier than, taller than, more beautiful than

L.ook at this sentence.
Preeti is taller than any other girl in the class.

[t is important to use the word other in this sentence. It is incorrect to say: Preet;

is taller than any girl in the class. The expression any girl in the class includes
Precti also. It is obvious that Preeti cannot be taller than herself. So we haye to

use the word other to exclude Preeti from the comparison.

We cannot use than in a sentence like this:

Preeti is the taller of the two girls.

The superlative degree is used to compare more than two things or two groups of
things:

This man 1s the oldest of all.
(More than two old men are being compared, hence the superlative degree.)

» We use the article the with the superlative degree of an adjective:

the tallest of all, the easiest of the three,

the richest person i1n the city. w
| » No compaﬁ"s'b"ﬁ """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ey g positive degree
» Comparing two things comparative degree
» Comparing more than two things superlative degree
P Than often used with comparative degree
» The often used with superlative degree
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Correct Use of Adjectives

-Some, Any

Some is used in affirmative sentences, any in negative sentences:
I have already purchased some books.

I have not purchased any books.

What do we use in interrogative sentences?

Do you have some money? Do you have any money?

Bo _ _
;h thege sentenf_:es are correct. But we use some if an affirmative answer is expected
and any 1f a negative answer is expected:

I‘;m feeling hungry. Could you give me some bread to eat?
e LA L
(We have used some because we expect an affirmative answer.)

I“I;Ope you can do the work yourself. Do you need any help?
(We have used any because we expect a negative answer.)
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