ARTICLES

@ The words a, an and the are called articles. Articles are actually demonstrative
adjectives and are used to point out people or things. So they are used before nouns.

» A and an are indefinite articles while the is the definite article.

Since we do not have articles in Indian languages, we should try to understand their
use carefully.

A/An

P We use a and an before countables in the singular number:

a book a chair - a tree
an apple an ant an 1sland

The words book, chair, tree, apple, ant, island are all countables in the singular
number.

It 1s clear that we cannot say a milk, a strength, a tea, since milk, strength and tea

are not countables. Similarly, we cannot say an apples, an ants, a trees. Apples, ants
and trees are countables but they are in the plural number.

» We use a before a countable in the singular number beginning with a consonant
sound:

a banana a lake a song

P We use an before a countable in the singular number beginning with a vowel sound:
an egg an orange an apple

Note that we have not said words beginning with a consonant or a vowel, we have

sald words beginning with a consonant sound or a vowel sound. So if a word
begins with a vowel but not a vowel sound, we use a before it:

a university a European a one-rupee note
T T T
(yoo sound) (yoo sound) (w sound)

Some other words which begin with a vowel but take a with them are: uniform,
unit, useful (thing), ewe.

P If some words begin with an unsounded h, they also take an with them:

an honest boy an honourable person
Some other words of this type are: heir, heiress, honorary (member), hour.

» [n abbreviations, if consonants begin with a vowel sound, they take an with them:

an M.A. an M.P.
a Ph.D. a B.A.
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e 1t begins with |
(The consonant m 18 pronounced as em, s0 1t begins with a vowel sounq The

consonant p is pronounced as pee, 80 it begins with a consonant sound.)

Note the use of a in the following phrases:

to be in a hurry to have a headache in a loud voice
in a low voice a bad cold a noise

a pity a pleasure a nuisance

a shame a fever
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