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The

We use the

P before a noun when we want to make it pa.rticulér:
1 have read the book you are talking of.
(not any book but the book you are talking of)
Let us walk towards the front gate.

" (not any gate but the front gate)
P with superlatives:
the sweetest song, the most intelligent student

» with such words as first last, next, only, same, following, previous:
the last bench, the only son, the next house
But the is not used with such expressions as:

last night/week/month / year; next week/month /year

What did you eat last night? (the last night x)

Will you come here next Sunday? (the next Sunday x)
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P with a common noun when that noun represents the whole clags:
The dog is a faithful animal.
The elephant has a remarkable memory.
Or we can say:
Elephants have a remarkable memory.
» with such nouns as earth, moon, sun, sky, etc. (These things are the only ones of
their kind but they are not proper nouns.):
We could see the moon in the sky.

The earth revolves round the sun.

» with the names of
rivers: the Ganga, the Mahanadi
seas and oceans: the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean
mountain ranges: the Himalayas, the Alps
holy books: the Bible, the Mahabharata
trains, ships, aeroplanes: the Taj; Express, the Kanishka (name of an aircraft)

newspapers: the Indian Express, the Hindu

well-known buildings: the Taj, the Gateway of India

countries if the name contains a common noun: the United States of America, the
United Kingdom (states and kingdom are common nouns)

the directions: the north, the west
the whole families: the Bhatias, the Mangeshkars
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In such word combinations as:

to speak the truth to play the violin
on the one hand on the other hand
in the morning in the afternoon

Note the use of the in the following:
The rich should help the poor.
(Rich people should help poor people.)
The more we get, the more we desire.
‘ The higher we go, the cooler it 1s.
Cloth 1s sold by the metre.

We can buy oranges by the dozen.
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