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Mesopotamia is a Greek name made ancient Mesopotamia. We can also say
of two words—mesos meaning ‘middle’ Mesopotamia was located in present-day
and potamos meaning ‘river’. Literally, West Asia.

it means the land between rivers. In  Mesopotamia is called the cradle of
ancient times, the name Mesopotamia civilizations because it was here that the
was given to the region that was watered first cities of the world came up and writing
by the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. The was developed. The Mesopotamian people
Mesopotamian  civilization flourished also did some path-breaking work in the
about 7000 years ago. Present-day Iraq and  fields of science, mathematics, law, etc.

parts of Iran, Syria and Turkey constituted FOUR MAIN CULTURES

N e

Mesopotamia consisted of four main
regions—Sumer, Akkad, Babylonia
and Assyria. The first civilization that
flourished i1n Mesopotamia was the
Sumerian  culture. It  dominated
Mesopotamian law, religion, art, literature
and science for nearly seven centuries.
The Sumerian culture was followed by
the Akkadian, Babylonian and Assyrian
cultures. So, the Mesopotamian civilization
represents four cultures that evolved

between 4000 BCE and 600 BCE.

Important City-States and Rulers
Around 3500 BCE, people started
migrating from neighbouring regions to
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The region of Mesopotamia watered by the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers
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Hammurabi (who cstabh_sh °d the Ol - Each]
Babylonian state) and Tiglath-Pileser I or godd,

The present-day countries covered by ancient
Mesopotamia

villages in Mesopotamia. Gradually, small
Mesopotamian villages grew into big cities.
The people who settled in the Valley of
Sumer were the earliest settlers of

Mesopotamia. They are known 4
Sumerians.

Later, the early Mesopotamian citjes became

independent states. Each City-state consisted
of an urban centre and i

farmland. The city-states foug
each other. Many rulers s,
bulld.mg empires by conquering and uniting
these city-states. So, in Mesopotamia, many
empires rose and fell.
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Some of the early Mesopotam;

mian cities

were Eridu, Uruk, Ur, Lagash, Koy

Nippur, Nineveh and Babylon, I o,
Mesopotamian rulers who buil empires
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SOCIAL LIFE

Division of $ ocief)’

The Mesopotamian society was ,
patriarchal society. Women had e
rights and privileges than men. The
society was divided into three maip
classes—upper class, middle class and

lower class.

(a) The upper class consisted of the king,
the royal family, priests and high
officials. The people believed that the
king had descended from the ‘City of

Gods’. Hence, the king held the highest

position in the social hierarchy. He was
also the head priest.

(b) The middle class comprised farmers,
artisans and traders.

(c) The lower class consisted of slaves.

There were two types of slaves—one,
thf: Prisoners of war, and the other,
criminals who were forced to do
slavery aS  punishment. Slaves kf?]?t

h
Ouse, managed large estates, tutored

young chlldren, tended houses, served
4S accountants and ’

e skilled jewellery
Rehglon

Religion greatly influencey

people in Mesopotamj, as the:
~ werealso the centre of o [ temples

— 'he Mesopotamians
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