powers of the Union Parliament

1. Legislative Powers :
(a) Union and Concurrent Subjects : -The
Parliament can make laws on 97 subjects contained

in the Union List, and 47 Subjects contained in the
Concurrent List. On a Subject in the Concurrent
List, both the Parliament and a State Legislature
may make a law, but the law of the Parliament

supersedes the law of the State Legislature. This
establishes the superiority of the Parliament over
the State Legislatures.

i

Scanne d with CamScanner

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn



\(b) Residuary Powers : The Parliament §
Residuary Powers also. It can make laws on a subj
which is not mentioned in any one of the thy
Lists, i.e., the Union List, the State List and |
Concurrent List. E

(¢) State List : The Parliament can make I3
on 66 subjects in the State List in the followj
situations :

(i) During the Proclamation of Emergency,

(i) When the Rajya Sabha declares b‘
Resolution passed by 2/3 majority that a State-Lis
Subject has assumed national importance, 3

(1) When two or more State Legislatures d”

i
AT]
1

that the Parliament should make a law on any subijec
of the State List.

(iv) When the state comes in conflict with the
discharge of international commitments made E
the central government. ;

(v) During the breakdown of the constitutiona
machinery in a state.

(d) Ordinance : During the [ecess of
Parliament, the President may issue an ordinance.
But it must be approved by both the Houses of
the' Parliament, when they reassemble. The
ordinance ceases to operate six weeks after thel
re-assembly of the Parliament. Both the Houses 0':
the Parliament have to approve the Ordinanc

within that period. If it is not approved, the
Ordinance expires. e

"
i
e
Y
“
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' 2. Financial Powers : .
The Lok Sabha controls the national finance.
In this respect it has the following powers :

(a) The Budget : It has the power to pass tEe
annual Budget of the Union Government for -t e
financial year. It contains estimates of recelpls’

(Income) and expenditure. The Budget is presented §
in two parts, namely the Railway Budget and the

General Budget. |
The estimates on expenditure in the General |

Budget are shown in two parts, e.g. !
() Expenditure charged on the Consolidated §

rund of India which includes the salaries and ¥
allowances of the President, Vice-President, §
(Chairman of the Rajya Sabha), Speaker, Deputy §
Speaker, Deputy Chairman, Judges of the Supreme §
Court, High Courts and Comptroller and Auditor
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LAY TR Eeuied o meet the other
B of the Government o lindia aie il
Ihe Lo Nabba i the toom of Depatics
L These are thotoughly debated and
B Dy the membaois, th this Lt Hhee
Chay the power o impose, abolish o
OF duibiey el .

pplementary Grants @ |t the Aot
- under the Demand 1o Grants in a
pear o found o be nuafticlent, the
It Can make atresh Demand tor Supple
fants. 1t abo thoroughly debated and
) in the Lok Sabha, The Lok Sabha can
O t‘h]it*l’uillill't‘ on mntinq:'ln s,

ke 0N Accounts @ Vote on Accounts s a
3 authorne the executive to diaw money
onsolidated Fund of India trom April 1,
eginning of the new finandial year ll
tis tinally passed by the Patliament, The
has the power to pass the Vole on

faries of the M.Ps and the Ministers :
and the Ministers receive such salaries
wances as are determined by the
L from time to time,

ission for taxes : No lax can be
or money spent by the government
e approval of the Parliament,

Money bill : A money bill can be
| in the Lok Sabha only.

r Monetary Controls : During the
- on the Budget, Cut-motions in the
for Grants enable the Parliament o
ontrol over finance, Similarly, the Public
Committee of the Parliament ensures that
oney is spent in accordance with
'S decision. It examines reports of the
er and Auditor General of India,

.,:'rnver Executive :

fime Minister and the Council of Ministers
ively responsible to the Lok Sabha. They
office as long as they continue to enjoy
ence of the Lok Sabha, by simple majority.
lament exercises its control over the
s given below :

_jﬁﬁ_d_ iy enpendibine does H'*i}liiii"
WOte OF the Parkiament, bt it e agy dis s

() Varfous Matlons | e f_)li”ﬁ”iﬂf HlHj.t, tall
Atteintton Motion, Halt an Hout Discission ate the
dovices throngh white v the House sererfes Difestigisstien
[E131) ”l” Cataveerprnel.

(4 Adjourmment Motion With the [mt-air‘lff
af the Adjotniment Mollon, e toritihe IJIJ?IHT:T
oF Hhes Howises 1y |Hl‘i||llllll'*if [ e Hlosgse (hieet) !H?"Uh_‘,-';
Caveriment’s acty of omisslan o cormission on

a tmatler ol vrgent natlonal rpeartance,

() Censure Motlon and the No Confidence
Maotion | Censtne Motlon, expressingg disappireval
ol the policley of the Government inay be rriesverd
agalint the Councll of Mindsters or an individual
Minister in the Lok Sabha, Adoption of the Censre
Maotion against (he Government would result in
the teslgnation of the Council of Ministers, But if
I8 against an Individual Minister as the case may
be, then only the individual Minister has to resign,

A No:-Confldence Matlon against the Council
ol Ministers may be moved in the Lok Sabha by a
leader ol the Opposition supported by at least 50
memberns, 10 s taken up tor discussion within ten
days, ILICTS passed, the Government has to resign,

4. Conslitulional Functlions :

The BIll (o amend the Constitution may be
moved i either House, 1t has to be passed in
both the Houses by a simple majority or by a two-

third majority as provided under Article 68 of the
Constitution,

9. Electoral Functions :

() The elected members of both the Houses
ol the Parllament along with members of
the States Legislative Assemblies constitute

the Electoral College to elect the President
ol India.

The Vice-President of India is elected by
members of both the Houses.

The Lok Sabha also elects its speaker and
Deputy Speaker,

(v) The Rajya Sabha elects its Deputy Chairman.

6. Judicial Functions :

() The Parliament exercises the power to
impeach Lhe President or to remove a judge
of the Supreme Court or High Court
according to the procedure laid down for
the purpose,
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TERTER 10 it the Acdress. At the end of the
SsCusmon the Prme Minister replies to the debate.
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Question Hour in the Lok Snbhn
(Interpeliation)

i
Ganetaliy, tha it hour of asitting i}f""

A devolad o Questiony and that hour s &
Queation Hour 10 v the time allotte JE
membars of the Houne 1o ask i]ilf"‘tliﬂni Y
O pehe mrest. These Quastions are id
e Chan and it adimittad, the qn‘w‘mment
o anwer them It has a special slqnmc ne
proceadinagy of Parliament, gl

G I dunng the Question I‘{i’ll_.li’--.-__
Mmambain can sk quaestions on every 1_
adminhtiation and Governmental activity, I
Worda 1 1o obtaim information on a "
}‘H:l‘}u’ In‘l}‘h‘ili;’tlh o Of 1o ventilate R | E][iﬂ'\*ﬁ e

¢ The Government i, as it were, -
tnal duning the Quastion Hour and n*very
an his turn stands up and answers |
administrative acts of omission and commi
Neops the miminters on thair toes,

¢ Throuah the Question Hour the Govel
v able to quichly feel the pulse of the AL
AJ0PL ity policies and actions accordingly d

protection against injustice and - slackness §
part of the governmeint,

Types of Questions

A question: must not ordinatily ox ce
WOTas and contam no argqumaoents, A me '='h"...'_'

Qive 10 « fr.‘d! Aavy' Notie eota quvalmn. : ;3_-

. Rl T, T

Questions are of three vpes e

1. Starred Questions : Starred Q

the questions in which a member d
NN,

L 7
b
-

2. Unstarred Questions : Unstarred '

are Ihv questions in which a member df‘sl
JNSWen.,

£
N

3. Short Notice Questions : Sho *
Questions are related to urgent public impof

The Zero Hour *

The Zero Hour dt‘ﬂﬂlt" the time 3
toliowing the Question Hour in hﬂth

Partiament. It starts at 12 noon. It mmelﬁ
an "Hour” also because very often it ol

Scanned with CamScanner

Scanned by TapScanner



thour, until the House rose for lunch at
gowVwever, the duration of the Zero Hour has
er Lhe vears

B Types of Motions

e Parliament, a member mav introduce a
in the form of a proposal. Thus, a Motion
pposal for elicting deciston or expressing
pion of the House on a matter of public
Ince. The main purpose is to draw the
of the government to various matters for
b action, tvery question to be decided by
Juse must be proposed as ‘Motion’. The
. 0f the Speaker or the Chairman is also
i to mitiate a motion.

Adjournment Motion : The primary object
diournment motion is to draw the attention
House to a recent matter of urgent public
ance having serious consequences and in
to which a motion or a resolution with
 notice will be too late. e.g. : killing an IPS
a place of worship, a rar!u ay accident, etc.
atter proposed to be raised should be such
e House Is required to pay its attention
Jiately by interrupting the normal business

rdinary procedure which, if admitted, leads
ing aside the normal business of the House
scussing a definite matter of urgent public
tance.

he House may also be adjourned (1) for want
prum (2) when the Presiding officer finds no
8ss can be transacted because the House has
e unruly (3) when the day's business is over
sath of a sitting, ex-member occurs (5) as
then the speaker finds its necessary.

. Motion of No-Confidence : The Council of
ters remains in office as long as it enjoys the
dence of the Lok Sabha. If the Lok Sabha
sses a lack of confidence in the Council of
ters, the Government is constitutionally bound
fign. In order to ascertain the confidence, the
provide for moving a motion to this effect,
1 is called a No-Confidence motion. This can

"ved by the opposition with the support of at

he st ———eemea s veman ¢e= APy LI HIMI™IADV I
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least 50 members. A motion of No-confidence, once
admitted, has to be taken up for discussion within 10
days of the leave being granted. On conclusion of the
debate, the speaker puts the Motion to vote. If the

motion is passed, the Government has to resign. The
Rajya Sabha is not empowered to entertain a motion

of No-Confidence.

3. Censure Motion : A Censure Motion Is a
distinct type of a No-Confidence Motion. While a

motion of No-Confidence need not specify any
grounds on which it is based, a Censure Motion

must reveal the grounds on which it is based. This
type of motion is moved for the specific purpose
of censuring the government for certain policies
and actions. The Censure Motion can be moved
against the Council of Ministers or an individual

minister for the failure of their policies or acts.

4. Cut Motion : A cut motion s moved when
the Budget is taken up for consideration. A member
of Parliament may propose that the government

expenditure be reduced by a single rupee. The
importance of this Is to show disapproval of the
monetary policy of the government and not the

cut itself.
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endment of the Constitution

An Amendment is a change made to the
stitution of a nation or a state.

The Parliament has the power to amend the
nstitution of India through a set of procedures.
s initiated by introducing a Bill in either House of
Parliament. Articles of the Constitution have been
ssified into three categories for the purpose of
nendment.

1. Simple Majority : There are articles of the
nstitution which are open to amendment by
ple Majority.

(/) Creation of new states

. P we - N F I o = L 3 ” : » -
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(i) Creation or abolition of upper chambers in
the states.

(i) Qualification for citizenship.

2. Two-Third Majority : There are articles which

can be amended by a Special Majority, i.e, by a
maijority of the total membership of that House and

by a majority of not less than two-thirds of the
members of the House present and voting.

3. Articles which require a Two-Thirds
Majority of Parliament as well as ratification by
the legislatures of not less than one-half of the
States. Articles which deal with the election and
powers of President, Union Judiciary and High
Courts, representation of the states in parliament
and legislative relations between the Union and
the states are included in this category.

)kﬁlutual Relations Between the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha

The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha are the two
chambers of the Union Parliament. Both the Houses
enjoy co-equal powers in all the spheres but in
some respects, the Lok Sabha is more powerful than

the Rajya Sabha and in some spheres, the Rajya
Sabha has been given exclusive powers. Mutual

relations of the two Houses are discussed as under.

1. Legislative Relations : Regarding ordinary

bill both Houses enjoy coequal powers. An ordinary
bill can be introduced first in either House of

Parliament and cannot become a law until app-
roved by both the Houses. In case of disagreement
between the two Houses, persisting for more than
six months, the President convenes a joint session
of both the Houses to resolve the deadlock and if
the bill is passed by a majority of vote in this joint
sitting, it is considered finally approved.

Constitutionally, an ordinary bill can be
introduced first in any House of Parliament, even
then most of the bills are introduced first in the Lok
Sabha. This shows the importance of Lok Sabha.
Moreover, the Speaker presides over the joint sitting
of both the Houses.

2. Financial Relations : In the financial sphere,
the Rajya Sabha is weaker than the Lok Sabha

because :

—
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b oo 3
(1) Money Bills can be introduced onfy 10 the

Lok Sabha

{1} In A ol g

tall o 00! the oo

i
\ lil"“ﬁl“' whie ther a twil 18 & Money

y (M AT "a;‘u .-111? IS hl‘-l.‘t]

(1)) The Rajya Cabha can delay the passage of
money bill tor a p nod of 14 davs only After the
il 14 N1 18 | i

(14 dayvs, alter (s «ihmission 1o the Rul])’d
ed to have been passed
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adent’s assent

fvecutive Relations @ In the executive
sprhere also the ;nnllmfl ol the RdiYﬂ Sabha is
weaker than the Lok Sabha. The Lok Sabha can
cemove the Counal of Ministers from office by
passing a vote of no-confidence. The Prime Minister
is the leader of the majority party in the Lok Sabha
and most of the members of the Council of
Ministers are also from the Lok Sabha. The Rajya
Sabha can make the ministers responsible by asking
questions, by seeking information regarding the
administration of the state, by criticising the
policies of the government and by tabling the call
attention motions and adjournment motions. It cannot
pass a vole of no-confidence against the Council of
Ministers.

4. Constitutional Relations : As far as
constitutional amendments are concerned, §
houses enjoy co-equal powers. The Constit
Amendment Bill can be introduced in either Hg
of Parliament and cannot be considered (o |
been passed unless approved by both the Hou

5. Judicial Relations : Both the Houses
co-equal authority in the judicial sphere, *
resolution for the impeachment of the Presidi
the Judges of the Supreme Court and High Co
can be moved in either House of the Parliarr
and it must the passed by the two Houses ¥
2/3rd majority. The resolution for removing
Vice-President from office is first passed by the R
Sabha and when the Lok Sabha gives its appre
to it, only then can he/she be removed.

6. Electoral Relations : Both the Houses h
co-equal powers in the field of election to
office of the President and Vice-President of In

7. Approval of Emergency : Both the Hol
have co-equal authority regarding the approva
the proclamation of emergency within a periot
one month. |

8. Promulgation of Ordinances

. Both
Houses have co-equal powers. <"

r - .
h
l

UNION PARLIAMENT

A comparison between the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha :

il i ke

——

- ,,
Lok Sabha

= r———— —r——— A—

Rajya Sabha

Basic Qualifications for

(1) He/She should be an Indian

citizen. | He/She should be a mini

_— —— e —

membership (2) Should be a minimum of 25 years of age. | 30 years of age. Rest of th
(3) Should not be a proclaimed offender. qualifications are the sam !
(4) Should have his/her name on the electoral list. | required for a member of the L
] (5) Should not be holding any office of profit, Sabha. 8
Tenure

5 years, It can be dissolved before the expiry of
Its term and the term can be extended.

6 years. 1/3rd of its members
every two years. A permanent Hou
it cannot be dissolved.

Method of Election
member constituencies,

Directly elected by adult suffrage from single

4

Indirectly elected by the el ,,,
members of the State Legislat
Assemblies to represent the T

pective States and Union Terri :
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Lok Sabha

Rajya Sabha

ations of some
rs by the

it has not been adequately represented.

2 members of the Anglo-Indian community, if

12 members who

have shown

excellence in the fields of Literature,
Science, Art and Social Service.

Im number of

2 nominated by the President. (Total = 552)

530 from States +20 from Union Territories and

238 elected + 12 nominated by
the President. (Total 250)

3 Officer

Speaker :
amongst its members.

Elected by the members from

Chairman : Vice-President of India
Is ex-officio Chairman.

ad functions
for each

lament

Sabha.

out of office by passing a no-confidence vote.

(1) Money Bills can originate only in The Lok

(2) The Lok Sabha alone can vote a Ministry

on it.

in national interest.

(1) It has exclusive power to declare
a subject of State List to have become
a subject of national importance and
requests the Parliament to make law

(2) Create a new All India Service

ctions

(1) Both the Houses elect the President and the Vice-President. (2) Impeachment
proceedings against the President or Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts
can be initiated in either House. (3) Non-Money Bills can be introduced in either of
the two Houses. (4) Both Houses exercise control over the Executive, though the Lok
Sabha alone can vote a Ministry out of office.

Scanned with CamScanner

Scanned by TapScanner



Scanned by TapScanner



