He plunged in among the big spruce trees. The trail was
taint. A foot of snow had fallen since the last sled had pa§sed
over, and he was glad he was without a sled, travelling light.
In fact, he carried nothing but the lunch wrapped in the
handkerchief. He was surprised, however, at the cold::_TI_th
certainly was cold, he concluded, as he rubbed his numb nase
and cheek-bones with his mittened hand. He was a warm-
whiskered man, but the hair on his face did not protect ﬂ'le
high cheek-bones and the eager nose that thrust itself
aggressively into the frosty air. '

At the man’s heels trotted a dog, a big native husky, the
proper wolf-dog, gray-coated and without any visible or
temperamental difference from its brother, ‘tﬁe wild wolf. The
animal was depressed by the tremendous cold. It knew thz
was no time for travelling. Its instinct told it a tru
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form of ice and increasing wi,
xhaled. Also, the man was ¢h. YV

tache were likewise frosted, but more i ;

' and the muzzle of ice held his lips so rigidly g,,, he

tobacco, : ol .
v\?asa unable to clear his chin when he expelled the jujce, The
beard of the color and soligiy, ﬁi

result was that a crystal he c
amber was increasing its length on his chin. If he fell doyy, N

would shatter itself, like glass, into brittle fragments. By e,
did not mind the appendage. It was the penalty all tobag,

chewers paid in that country, and he had been out befcma»i,I

two cold snaps. They had not been so cold as this, he knew

but by the spirit thermometer at Sixty Mile he knew they .

been registered at fifty below and at fifty-five.
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 back of his mittened hand. He did this automatica]l){f now
and again changing hands. But rub as he would, the mstf:lnt
he stopped his cheek-bones went numb, and the following
instant the end of his nose went numb. He was sure to frost
his cheeks; he knew that, and experienced a pang of regret
that he had not devised a nose-strap of the sort Bud wore in
cold snaps. Such a strap passed across the cheeks, as well,
and saved them. But it didn’t matter much, after all. What
were frosted cheeks? A bit painful, that was all; they were
never serious.

Empty as the man’s mind was of thoughts, he was keenly
observant, and he noticed the changes in the creek, the curves
and bends and timber-jams, ar
where he placed his feet. Once, coming aro
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