3 Primary kins are those who belong to blood or marital group. Among these are iﬁcluded one's
* own brother, sister, father and mother.

g Secondary kins are those who are related to one's own siblings and parents eg. one's own
; grand parents or spouses ol the siblings.

. Tertiary kins are those who are secondary kins of one's primary kin, eg. sister-in-law of one's
| brother or son-in-law of one's uncle. |

NGE OF KINSHIP

F A ncl.work of Kinship can be developed depending on number of persons
included in a kinship group. It can be broad range or narrow range. The modemn
kinship sy.ste.m found in western society is a narrow-range system, whereas the
srimitive sib is a b_road-range system. If a kinship system includes only parents and
siblings and even in some occasions only one child and his/her parents then it is
r arrow-ra.mge-syst_em. Not only in western societies but also in modern Indian society
such a situation is developing. As we have discussed earlier that kiriship is not only
dependent upon blood or marital relationship rather the social customs and usages
play a very important role in this respect. Thus, if the kin relation is not
acknowledged it gradully reduced into a narrow-range one.

E A universal network of Kin relationships among the members of such a group is
dependent upon its size and spatial spread. A small endogamous local group of
limited spatial spread may become an extended kin group to the extent that it might
cease to practise local endogamy (A practice of marrying within a defined group).
Often the members of such a group dispersed over a large territory constitute several
de facto endogomous units within a number of neighbouring villages. Thus, a broad-
range kinship can be extended but after a limit it again breaks off in narrow-range
ones.

| The range of Kinship can be identified as nuclear family (narrow range), extended
family (narrow-range), localised lineage (broad range), clan (broad range). The last
one is too extended to be designated as a kin at all.

O=A

Broad Range Kinship
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Satadal Dasqupta, while analysing the Kinship  structure
Jayanagar, found the five lypes named as — ‘Sansar’,

’aribar, ‘Ao
‘Gotra” which explains the range of Kinship in that parti

Cular areg,
The lineage organizations manifests two major levels of g
the localized }inmgc and the dispersed lineage. The fundamenty d"ffere
the two is that, while the relations among the members of g 10Ca”2e
Characterized by first hand face-to-face contact and frequent interacuOn (
among the members of a dispersed lincage are relatively forma] and
to major social and ceremonial occasions.

Ul .
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The Localised linecage It is composed of consanguineally
residentially separate units and their solidarity is based on Spatial
the members who reside dgenerally in the s
common patrilineal descent as well
agnates and their wives but exclude

re|a y
, tial proyjn, seq
ame village. It recruitg m

ember any
. . er nl

as by marriage in that and thus jt j Iy Bi.‘
female agnates after their Marriage,

ar b
S thy

nc despm:i

The localized lineages are reffered to either by the name of :
male member or of its dece

Of the senjq, o
ased founder. This sometimes Include SOme Vi,

allinally rejateq families

grouping of families rel

and constitutes a kinship cluster, which js , br" O,
: ated to cach other by consanguineal ties, The locaat--':
lineages are not only small ih size but also shallow in genealogical depth, Thusl;i-t%
narrow range of Kinship is reflected through localized lineage groups. * the

lntcrpcrsonal relations among the members of a locali
Similar to those found

zed lineages are
me

among the members of a Jjoint or an extend
te with each other in economic activities |

alme
! ed family,mﬁ.%
ike group fishing .

becomes part of its parental localized lineage.

The relations among the members o
istant due to lack of fre
Ctivities.

f a dispersed lineage becomes formal an
quent interaction and participation in Joint social and rit al

When member of a dispersed lineage makes one of his qccasional visits t(')k I
usehold of one of his consanguineal kins in a distant place they are treate.d li ’I; a{g
st and the treatment is almost like that, which is offered to the affinal kins.
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social Institutions 7
members ol such groups exchange vislls occasionally such as during wedding and
funeral « cremonies. Thus the broad range ol descent relationships often become 0O

formal and perfunctory.

DESCENT

Kinship descent traces the root of a man or woman identifying his or her link V{“.h
the ancestors. Descent is the origin of a person based on his genealogical bond i.e.
pis link with his father or grand father or great grand father. It can happen Lo the
other side also, that is link of a woman with his mother and grand mother from
mother line, or origin can be identified on the basis of both the lines at the same
time. Thus, descent can be of two kinds

(a) unilateral descent,

(b) bilateral descent subdivided into (i) patrilineal descent and (ii) matrilineal
descent.

Anthropologists have defined descent from various viewpoints, we can discuss
the meaning of descent from three angles— (a) Descent implies the direct relation
petween two generations or more depending on the social functions of the group.
Meyer Fortes defines descent as “A descent group is an arrangement of persons' tﬁat
serves the attainment of legitimate social and personal ends”. He is not emphasising
yn the biological origin of the members of the descent group. So, from this
jewpoint, descent group comprises of people from different generations tied by the
wread of social customs, rules and regulations.

(b) Another group of scholars stress on the biological aspect to define ‘descent’
-cording to G.P. Murdock, “Descent refers solely to a cultural principle whereby an
dividual is socially allocated to a specific group of consanguineal Kinsmen”. If we
nsider descent from this aspect, we are to emphasise on the point of blood
ationship between two or more generations.

(c) Descent may be understood in reference to the residence of a particular
son, i.e., whether persons of two generations are living in a place depending on
r paternal relationship or maternal relationship that will decide their descent.
> also the importance of blood relationship is emphasised, at the same time,

d relations with father’s group or mother’s that is also considered.

Makhan Jha further points out, “The rule of residence that determines the domestic group is |
arily determined by the patterns of a people's technoeconomic adaptation. The residence rule
a tendency to be bilocal where the techno-environmental adaptation is unstable enough or !
e the technoeconomic positions of men and women are so nearly equivalent that a more |
le rule of residence is found to be most adaptative. Thus, this view provides that rules of |
:nt can be well determined by rules of residence.” ;

we consider descent combining all the above views, we may say, descent
» the origin of man in terms of his birth, blood ties, residence and social
. From this definition we may single out some characteristic features which
1mon among the members of descent group.

Members of a descent group identify themselves from a common ancestor
'om they have been originated.

The ancestors are not mythological or symbolic but they are real human
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s and even furthe
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tics unilateral descenl was more ¢
with the anceslors is tolany lyn

Descent gqroups Gl |
ormon among the modern peopie.

In the primitive and preliterate: socie
and any one line of parental connectlion
Unilateral descent can be ol two kinds again-—

() Patrilinecal descent and

(b) Matrilincal descent.
It the descent is traced unilineally through the (alher, the individual js conn
with a consanguincous kin group through the male lines. llere, one's gy, NQro,
includes his or her own siblings, father’s siblings grand father’s siblings etc, By
cach generation the daughter of the family gocs out of the group as her idenut
be quided by her hunband's family tics. Alter her marriage her children will fmd l
Kingroup in their father’s family ignoring the or igin of their mother. In the systey f;}?
patrilincal descent the common ancestor is a male who is called agnate. So, the kln g
arc sometimes referred as agnatic Kin.

If the descent is searched only through mother’s line it is matrilineal kinship“'

This system of descent includes both female and male relatives of mother, mothepg:
mother and always considering mother’s line. In such cases the male members of
cach generation are to be identified in terms of his mother’s family members and hjg"
children are to consider their common ancestors from mother’s line ignoring thejy
patrilineal identity. Descendants of a common female ancestress are called utermej
1

%‘l

D

Kin and the female ancestress is known as cognate.

The Kin who are related through father and mother are filials. Ego that is the
individual is related to his brother’s son as a filial. This relationship may include both |
the consanguineal kins and affinal kins. For instance, one’s wife’s brother’s son is |
also a filial to him related through affinal bonds. :

The relation between an individual and his father, grand father or great grand :
father is lineal. A parallel relationship can occur at the same time, like, the relationj
between an individual and the son’s of his grand-father that is, the contmumg
generations of his father’'s brothers is known as collateral relationship. The ]
collaterals reckon the same ancestors but not in a direct line.

The corporate kin consists of all the kin — patrilineal, matrilineal and collateral
This obviously takes a very large number of people into consideration. -

Double desccnt is another type of descent though it is too complicated and so

teeleedad FallAaurina malo 'él
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