NOUNS: GENDER

hat denotes a male 1 said to be of the masculine genge,
n tha

brother, father, king, dog, etc., are of the mascy]j,. -

otlld,

. p A nou

Nouns like boy, mar,

» A noun that denotes d female is said to be of the feminine gender

: bitch, etc., are of the feminin.
Nouns like girl, woman, sister, mother, queen, e 1€ geng,

» A noun that can denote both a male and a female is said to be of the commgp, -

Nouns like baby, child, parent, teacher, puptl, student, person, doctor, player, ¢,
friend, neighbour, bird, etc., are of the common gender.

» A noun that denotes a non-living thing is said to be of the neuter gender -
word neuter means neither, that is neither male nor female.)

Nouns like book, pen, chair, car, wood, gold, school, etc., are of the neuter geng..

. Collective nouns like crew, flock, class, army denote collections of living beings. F--
example, class is a collection of students and students are living beings. Similar:

l .,:' : army 1s a collection of soldiers and soldiers are living beings too. But collecti
: - nouns are thought to be of the neuter gender

mi*ﬂlf"l l'lv:liivii-: .

are thaught to be of the nauter gender.

LR XX

ion of the Feminines of Nouns

e ; .three ways of forming the feminines

__'- f-

; ding —ess to the masculine:

. ur
1,'
-

of nouns.

Feminine M /
: 3 asculln ¥ . a . ] ' ) @
e e Feminine | Masculine Femuni

- heiress

lioness

1 baroness lion

86 -0; s of the words may have to be altered slightly befor

hunter

h .n ¢ I‘ess huﬂtress prince pril”lCE'*
g master

OPPO F11 Pro dess governor

%:;"; E |
[ -

mlStI‘@SS tiger tlglt““ﬁ"‘“

governess waiter wailtress
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2. By using an entirely different word:

Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine
bull COW gander OO0 S . 5K
cock hen gentleman lady nephew % s
colt filly horse mare vam =

dog bitch husband wife sir

earl countess king queen stag bind
fox vixen lord lady uncle vy

3 See how we form the feminine of nouns that are compound words:

fisherman fisherwoman milkman milkmaid pear_-_r_;-’;';{ peanen
S .

grandfather grandmother stepfather stepmother | he-goat she-goat

man-servant maid-servant landlord landlady stepson stepdaught

- ] er v1do
bridegroom  bride lad lass widow
& . hero heroine Mr Mrs

PR .

| wing nouns are of the common gender:
. friend
companion cousin e
person player papy
student teacher sutor
ving words have gone out of use:
poetess pepress

(o

e of the common gend

uthor, poet and actor are noOw supposed to b

45

like dog, cat, C

s to refer to pet animals and domestic animals

_ e
OFFO I PI' Arushi’s pet cat. She slept in the same bed as Ar

ik
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