PRONOUNS

@ Defining a Pronoun

» A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun.

Monica is a brilliant girl. She is the favourite of all the teachers. All of them

admire her.

Here, the words she and her stand for
teachers. So she, her and them are pronouns.

» The noun which a pronoun stands for is called its ante

the noun Monica. The word them stands for

cedent.

given above, the noun Monica is the antecedent of the pronouns she

In the example
pronoun them.

and her. The noun teachers 18 the antecedent of the

Kinds of Pronouns

The following diagram shows the various kinds of pronouns:

PRONOUN
Personal Interrogative Emphasising Distributive Relative
1
Demonstrative Reflexive Possessive Indefinite
:: p» Personal pronouns Pronouns that stand for persons or things '

(In the example above, she, her and them are
personal pronouns.) '

p Demonstrative pronouns ... Pronouns used to point out the object or objectsé'g
¥ they refer to $
1 This is a large house. Those are beautiful flowers.

i p Interrogative pronouns .. Pronouns used to ask questions

Who brought these flowers? What do you need?
P Reflexive pronouns ... Pronouns like myself, yourself, when used as the
: receiver of an action
[ hurt myself. They blamed themselves.

» Emphasising pronouns ... Pronouns used to convey emphasis

You yourself chose these shoes. She herself called me.

» Possessive pronouns ... Pronouns that show possession

' These gloves are mine. That suit 1s yours. =7
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b Distributive pronouns . . Pronouns that refer to persons or things one at a tune
Each of these men Either of the two bags

p Indefinite pronouns ... Pronouns that stand for some noun understood or impliedf';
All were satisfied. Many were invited but few came. §

The words none, all, some, several, both, many, few, each, either, neither, anyone, : :
everyone, someone, everybody, nobody, are usually used as indefinite pronouns. : :

:: p Relative pronouns ... Pronouns that relate a noun to a group of words that follow%?;

We admire the man who does his duty sincerely.
The medlcme Wthh the doctor had suggested proved effectlve
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(C) Personal Pronouns

There are three persons: first person, second person and third person. The first person

is the person speaking; the second person is the person spoken to; and the third person

1s the person (or thing) spoken about. The various forms of personal pronouns are:
Reflexive or

a sub, an obj. form Emphasising form
(plu.) | we us ours ourselves _| mas. and fem.
(plu.) | you ou yours ourselves_| mas. and fem.

(sing.) | he him his himself masculine
' (sing.) hers herself

(sing.) | it it 5 b itself

(plu.) | the them theirs themselves

feminine
neuter
all genders
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