g 2.7
dia the religious aspect of totem

in 'soclal aspect is more operatjye. 'Sm is almost dead to a considerable extent, and

b ditions ;:egarding the origj
ote mic animal Or plant has
ihe ¢ of the explanations in rejat;

N of certain clans among the Tamaria, indicate that
helped to protect the human ancestor of the clan.
on to the origin of clans among Ho, Munda and the
l9inated out of necessities at a time when human

sa d to provide i :
faile P required reljef, Thus in most cases totems have been

nce

we can take the example of Santhals whe are identified with totems and totem

hip is very popular and it is often obligatory for them. We find Hansda clan with

ors P ; . .
;Jtotcm duck, Pansia clan with totem pigeon etc.

(ETISHISM :

Jfa part.lcu'la_r natural object is imaginatively attached with some supernatural
ower and 'f‘d‘}“dual bemg to have faith in it directly, this type of association is
known as fetishism. The objects used for this purpose is known as ‘fetish’, It may be
a feather. @ shell, a b(_)ne etc. For example, if some one has touched a skull and felt
ne flow of power in his body and with the help of that power, he might have saved a
atient's life or b_rOUQh't the rain in time etc. This idea of fetishism is much related
with'magic. Thls.ns.entlrely a faith in something unexplainable and uncontrollable in
eneral. It’s test is it’s efficacy, i.e. for how many times or in how many occasions the

ob_léd could be used successfully—This consideration and understanding may fetish .

character of the respective object.

FUNCTIONALIST THEORIES

. purkheim, Malinowski and Radcliffe Brown have proposed the functional
explanation of primitive religion. Malinowski considers religion as a device to secure
mental and psychological stability in an individual’s life. He feels when functioning
for & social life people fail to cope up with problems they search for an absolute
power which can help them to overcome all problems and offer them solutions in
even an unexplicable manner. Human mind always suffers from pain and tension and
it seeks a relief from the same, then religion is made to bring about a readjustment
bdﬁ’&h man and the supernatural in upset states of existence. He cited the example
that, Trobriand Islanders organise religious ceremonies mainly during the time of
fishing expeditions which is the main activity for the tribe and around which the

ssures and tensions revolve all the time. ' '

cliff-Brown observes from a different angle as he says religion is emerged to
sense of dependence in it. To him, the individual should learn to depend on

it is to assure a social solidarity and homogenity. All the members of a
ciety come close to one another and share their failures and
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eXpectations by practising religion. For example, Mahalis \vqrshllp Surji De;. 5
God sacrificing chickens, pigeons, goats etc. and after ’the ritua S they taj. i,
together. After every twelve years the Mahalis worship “Sutji Devi’ for the .,
the village. Also they worship ‘Dharam God' together to show their gratituq. | |
the soil after harvesting the crops. Their practices show religion is the Mstry,,,
combine the people on some common cause and ‘they show reverep,, "
Supernatural spirit being united thereby accepting the functional role of r eligio,,

Durhkeim also emphasises the functional aspect of religion and he stres.,
the beliefs and rites. He offered two important concepts viz. sacred ang Prof,,
every tribe a distinction is made between these two. He is of the opinjgy, tha'{'
Positive beliefs referred to God is related to sacred and pr Qfane. consists of Mag,
Pseudo-science. Some activities are performed as compulsory in every religio, -
Some others are forbidden so the first one is the sacred and the seconq . . °
Profane. For example, Mahalis worship Surji Devi as a joint perfor mance
Several animals—this is sacred. On the other hand in each family it has it

‘Orak Bonga, “nothing is told to the outsiders about this deity, thus telling a
others is profane. L L

e iSy
and of
O\Vn de

ythip,

Thus according to him religion is a part of social activites.comprising Figh;
wrong, good or evil and guiding the functions of the respective SOCieties, W

studying Australian tribes he discovered the youngmen among them are |

BU(
normal laws through sacred ceremonies. . . . '

Thus, religion has a definite purpose to train the people with social bepy,

oL
and religion is not related only to supernatural forces which do not have any

dire
contact with real social life. :
A . THETHEORIES =
i -,_Anir‘hi's'm—".- S A, 4, Tylor's theory indicating the power of soul, ghosts

illusions, imaginations hallucinations etc.
Animatism or Manaism— Every object, both animatg ‘_ar_l_qvi‘nanimate are rich with
: SRR a force of life. Propounder'was’Marett.
| Naturism— pityoai  Allthe natural objects are to be worshipped as the
1. oo il sl e have [ @normous Power to. bless or curse man. The
~. .. main - theoretician- in ‘v.this . respect was Ma
» : ... Muller. . R e ; -
Functionalist School —1. - Malinowski—Religion helps man to get rid of stressd
Gl T AR RO Rl i T e A Y e SRR

47 ~ Radcliffe, BrOwn;religion is for "s_o‘cialv cohesion’
~ stability. G L e e

- ... 3 Durkheim—Religion is a social practice to deve

» \ ~ 'right society’ in place of a wrong one. i

WORLD RELIGIONS

-Hinduism | SR R il
Hinduism is the oldest of all the world religions, originating it
Valley about 4.500 years ago. Hinduism is sometimes describe
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