o from the religious Sides. !
Tabb meant to safeguard ritual opcr.at'(:':]d to prevent any POl ey

e O?S' s e;sons and places of worshlp; lace or a person is m;mr.l;”‘ \
protect re igious p Nagas of Assam that a plac having a special (.. i,
religion. It is believed among ; ect, taboo 15 Se. fy,
by supernatural displeasure. From social asp'r—xb'le situation. For example, " "l

i I H e "
we ﬁr?d the taboo is aimed to create a des (etween brother and sister ¢, L,

; ( tionships D s taboc
forbidding social and Sﬁe"ualonr]eplﬂcations- The elder brother 1S 0 to yq,
- r c
society from some majo

under no Circu, —’., {:(:’“
: '« ‘fear’ to the korwas, the elder brOtrhfl;re o spealin t(::],”.'”""
et ot brother’s wife, and can neve | societies conside iy
can) spproadh te yo'ungetr' ninas are fixed in many mt_)a ther times aré t,(‘”“!i th,
e o 1 1}11 rv%sting season. Marriages in Otie e bétwe- T Vg i
SlimAHE CRmItoE A aMundas a custom of divine marriag e 'Ln Sun (i,
those societics. {\mogfert\l/fd in the spring, after i (tmI%d“;rerln(z('d(;ate?}"]rtr)mf”w' b
and the nature Is .O - i mes to an abrupt e N > clore h
celebiatea. th% ‘?fé";iﬁf@“ﬁ?é??éofi begin. Thus a taboo rézr%aercliglgthrgdmfﬂ? a
rams;)f:stel:tat'l]ler; which is having a material purpose to s of
are

peope: - is of social control amq,,
The utilisation aspect of taboo provided thled l?)aeslmaintained by associalin:j t,-h(
primitive people. The sanctity of the taboos cou f power shaped by the i it
religion and the supernatural forces. The'concept of p e the et Ofptle'(‘t‘-
magicians Sorcerers and sometimes the trtlilz)zll]l Cil;lll:sfisogr Ol\jltimately bt a::,%
though it originated out of fear, imagina n, 2 L Sl touls ' :.r‘.,
. ose. The mechanism of socia -ontre easily |
Z(}))zlrzt:;eg;ltzfss:)alasfnilr:psmall, localised sociel.:ies, the i.dent.lflcat.lor.)t.(?f the Offeng,
was not at all difficult. Other correctives to social be.havnour in primi n.e _CUlthes
omens, oaths, ordeals, dreams, divination and the like do not .have similar sanc
like the taboos, but these are also visited for the purpose of social control,

4

l Oc-

ik
tiO;

All the social ceremonies like birth, pregnancy, §owing and reaping etc. ar
carefully protected against the ‘evi/ eye’ by wearing _ amule.ts, ch.arms, ‘
auspicious hours and in other ways. The failures, sufferings, dlS?prlntrnents ar
also believed to have happened due to some evil forces and the situations in e
those happened are attempted to be avoided. The Veddhas of Ceylon leave the h
where death has occured. Fever among the Korwas of Mirzapur is caused by
and a promise of some sacrifice or offering to this malignant spirit is expected t,
effect a complete cure. A deseased person or a pregnant woman may sometimes b
tabooed as it is believed that their presence may cause discomfort to others,

Radcliff- Brown opined taboo is
social order and stability can be ma

fixin

Bhowar

one of the various social mechanisms by whic
intained. These are essential for the survival c
on people develop values and awareness amon
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ritud
safeguard f WO

Tabboos are meant to " laces
protect religious persons 4 o of ASS am o
i nong Nag . ect, tabo0 =

ieved at : social asP situation .

prother and sister &

religion. It is bel .
by supernatural displea_surc. . reate @ ‘ :
we find the taboo is aimed (O jationshiP5 |de prother 15 taboo tg .
forbidding social and s'exual R 1l e & rother under no cichmy;)urw
society from some l’;:;‘r’ i th never be of speaking te”'njﬂ{
brother’s wife, he 1S brother’s wife, ar . (ribal societies CO“Si(leri'
unge d in ma other times are gy, !

can approach the yo o re fixe _ .
arriage timings 2 arriages 1 . e

the latter. The m ghe harvesting season. o divi marriage between Sunﬁ,‘
: the other ma"”flgeg("

climatic condition and t . ustom
ieties. ong the : :
those societies. Amond d immediately b€fore"

rved in the Spnnglto an abrupt €1l . r
boo regardind marriag,

and the nature is obse _ Ses
celebrated, the period of marriage Cs begin. Thus a ta ks \
rains set in and the sowing Oper agoz': material purpose to serve In the life ly

are present there which is havin

people. . he basis ©
The utilisation aspect of taboo provided “ed be maintained Dy associatin .f
primitive people. The sanctity of the taboos coul - power shaped by the 9y
religion and the supernatural forces. The'concsptfso r%vided the sanction Ofptr;;?t
magicians Sorcerers and sometimes the tribal chie E N timately it began to sei
control could easily |

though it originated out of fear, imaginatiqn, ilgijl:ocial
; chanism G .
some useful social purpose. The me he identification of the offen

i i ieties, t

operated by taboo as In small, localised soclet ! : T .

was not at all difficult. Other correctives to social be'hawour n prlmltnYe FUltures i

omens, oaths, ordeals, dreams, divination and the like do not 'have similar sancf;
for the purpose of social control.

like the taboos, but these are also visited
birth, pregnancy, sowing and reaping efc g
| eye’ by wearing amulets, charms, fixi

All the social ceremonies like
carefully protected against the ‘evi
auspicious hours and in other ways. The failures, sufferings, disappointments a
also believed to have happened due to some evil forces and the situations in whic
those happened are attempted to be avoided. The Veddhas of Ceylon leave theh

where death has occured. Fever among the Korwas of Mirzapur is caused by Bhowa
ring to this malignant spirit is expected!

and a promise of some sacrifice or offe
d person or a pregnant woman may sometimesb

effect a complete cure. A desease
tabooed as it is believed that their presence may cause discomfort to others.

Radcliff- Brown opined taboo is one of the various social mechanisms by whic
social order and stability can be maintained. These are essential for the survival(
the society as restrictions imposed on people develop values and awareness am®’
them. These are the symbols of negative actions and influences in society and wit
the help of such symbolic practices the people can develop social solidarity faith
power and sometimes economic needs of the society are taught to them l

f social control amopg ,

THEORIES OF RELIGION
ANIMISM :

Religion and beliefs about reliqi
r ' : gion vary from one socj h
¢ ;f Sree;;qc;esstlhnealtqt;ttudes of people to consider and unders(.)t;l:ctjytlt]o anloth?r.s ’]ljl’i
ure of supernatural. The earliest anthropologii;lo t?leoﬂl’ypr ega!
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rcli.gl?;in;d onp the belciierl;yo;:'& Tylor. He believed religion originated and was
.ﬂ“_'n]‘ are imagined and illys;j sour, ghosts, ancestral spirit and some more things
i< Chis as ANIMISM, The oned without much real rationality, I them. And he
pa™" peings and other animprlesence of vitality and life force is not a monopoly of
lﬂ”ﬂ‘d and shadow, dream anda s, according to some primitive people, rather every
sou" or the other way. so, thj ple‘?SUre, imagination and hallucination reflect life in
_aorf:éd into a religion amOn'g or:se agrr]cl:zismf prevailing in the real and ethereal world is

tu ncept of ‘soul’ ) p of early men.
huen?\?ersalljfaith i;)utlhg::.ed from one place to another, from one tribe to another
put * ial connection betwe Istence of ‘soul'can  be found. Tylor proposed  an
5% ocholars like R.H. LO\SiZ th-ls ‘animism’ and religion of the early men while e
:ﬁf)’rare not identical at all. argued that animism and religion largely overlap and

observed, as R

3 l(\)vrere almost re;ll]eff_r“"'t“’c people could not explain some of their activities
which == exampl r them but not so real as hunting, fighting, eating or
sleep!n ‘ion, out o}) ? due to heat they might have seen something just in
ha”l‘cmah PTERE | car they might have been hypnotised by some animal, in
dreams t,ex nag' . ]E;Ve seen something very realistic, out of love and respect they
qight have ! : giningly met some dead ancestors—all these gave them the idea that
2 second SogerlrS] at work somewhere—this gave birth to the concept of animism.
gyen the mo ; man while arguing and explaining various things, sometimes faced
he challange © mystery and loss of logic. Thus, Tylor believed that an attitude of
reverence towards something intangible and non-material spiritual beings forms the
core of the earliest form of primitive religion ‘Ancestor worship was the earliest form
f worship and tombs the earliest temples’ as conceived by Madan and Majumdar.
lor pelieved out of. th.|§ basic concept lately religion was evolved. He cites some
examples fromlthe pnmltlye people, who practised some rituals that reflect their faith
in ‘double soul’'—some primitive tribes had the ritual of ceremonising ‘Green funeral’
Just after the dea_th takes place and ‘dry funeral’ after few days’ observation of
mourning. Tylor opined, the tribal people had in mind the idea that, a dead body is
not leaving the soul immediately for ever, rather it may be resettled in the body and
so they waited before they could accept the final departure of the soul from the body
of the loved ones. Thus the belief was there that, the soul may come and go to and

from a living person.

Tylor was criticised for being so certain about the logical mind of the primitive
people oOr identifying a philosopher in the primitive men. Tylor’'s theory over
emphasised one side of the primitive religion i.e. ‘belief in soul and spirit’. However,
we can not entirely overlook the role of this aspect, rather it could have been formed

one important part in developing religion.

ANIMATISM :

Codrington coined the term ‘Mana’ as he found the idea while he was working
among the Melanesians. This word implies force that is present in all animate and
inanimate objects. In a person or in an object some form of supernatural power maEy
be believed to exist. The theory evolved by Marett on this concept of ’mapa’ is
known as animatist theory. This force is beyond the reach of the senses, but this can

be manifested through some physical force also.

Animism was concerned with soul or ghost or some other form of existence of
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visible 'jqcllsg"]cé;q.tors ele. ‘animism’ is (Icsign‘nillﬂil:(n” Pcrvnd;ﬂ(?f l(l:{\(/‘“f;);;(i;i} ang i,“].” 3
every object or, example Ho people "c”(‘ﬂv(' o god & well n\cir chief deit o ”"-h!"
to please this nature there is the presence o eiterm® Th o Is por Daseth
spirit for their own benefil and " concept of 'Bong: IS reflecy; !

This ‘nerican tribe calls this !")_"". v

e [
i

this belj

S Dbelief js }

theory known as ‘sing Bonga' :
of animati ngt < rth A

Orenda. matism or manaism. SOmMe No

NATURISM :
tified with . n

Su
Pernatural power is often iden iiire
ur
he na Jat the fo

eartt
- é]qou;k(.’,s etc. And any change int i
or supernatural force. It is also felt t i
e. Generall an .
- )

thr ifi
ough sacrifice from the part of the peopl t
ist was »
d Indolodist Ve ¥ as inspired by the

atural objects like “‘Un(lgr
.oyed to D€ the expreg.. “U
rce can be S(’ltig)“(‘;llunr
| sacrifices are U[‘f( G,
Tey

t

M
theoryr'igrl"luller, the German scholar an Cing to i
n i i in ord
aturism. The primitive marl accor e%atural calamities and catastrgpht_*r
terms of human .Or quasi'hu le
and divine Perso, i
al

?E.enomena to find out the reason behind some.

l‘S'C'iescnonn of the phenomena of nature 1 = terms,

activities led to their interpretation in anthroPO';mrptl:;l phenomena- The of;
Vi na . iqj

activites O lain and desmﬁ':t

were invented to account for the g t to exp

religion, thus, according to MaxMuller lies in this .attemé)na some religions

reasons behind implicati ral phenome&rer .- fe
and implications of natu p of Hindu religion has refere:c

Close to this naturalism i i I'telature
’ SPeCla”y the VedlC 1
S GOdS a“d des * g the HUndaS

about dawn, ocean, sun, moon a God
stones falling would resem

P;aclfice was prevalent, as a Munda goe P
of all sizes and shapes, so that the rumbling soun o

the rumbling of thunder, and they believe that rains would follow. The Ho Woulq p

e sky resembling cloud and they belieye

the outward ey,

faggots so that smoke may cover th '
symbolic cloud is capable of bringing real cloud and rair- Thus, tf
and accounted for by primitive people op -

that affect life have been explained ] |
basis of knowledge that they gained through experiences an.d gradu?uy this hel
, acted as a catalyst In creating the ideg

them to develop religion. Nature, thus =
e only one. Among the Mundas, there IS Burubonga,
is the God of ponds and lakes

religion though it was not th
deity of the hills and mountains and ‘IKir Bonga’
Nage-era is the deity of canals and streams.

TOTEMISM :
cial organisation of the sib or clan pattern whic
turalism consisting of some typical attitude tow:
em is related both to religion

Totemism implies a tribal soO
tural objects. Tot

associated with a form of superna
animals, plants or some other na

clan organisation.
Regarding the religious aspect of totem, many
Tylor opined totemis

1ave their opinions and writings.
eligious worship and ancestor worship. Durkheim saw i
of totemism accordin

mblem of society and worship of society is the source
im. The other scholars such as Boas, Swanton etc. who regarded totemism a
f an individua nt. Gol

xtension of the personal relation 0 | with an animal and pla
ieser regarded totemism as a socio-religious institution. Herbert Risley pointed

scholars like Tylor, Durkheim
m emerged in the forn
n totemism the collet

S|
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g o
15 : dia- t:]f:srl‘)ee“(?tl(i)sui]?)spe(:l of tolcn)iSlh »»\_ N ST e - -
i | ('!’:C soct? .( re OPecratjye. 'S almost dead to a considerable extent, and
\ i [{adc"ffe Brown suggeste

i N d two ;
/ oteﬂism——,-](:ge il\t/g?;, relationg (:twe,l;:portant words in respect of the idea of
e ude, W SOciet Persons and thej d (b) Ritual
jtu <Yy adopt ; eir totems an ) Ritua
/ ;”tfe primary reasons behind tpe dlgvseland IMposes upon its members certain objects.

o g OPment of t ; : :
/’ rraditions regarding the origin of Otemism is a social order.

totemic animal or pjgn¢ has hej ~ertain clans among the Tamaria, indicate that
| th%t of the eXxplanations jp relatios ?ed to protect the human ancestor of the clan.
| al conclude that © the origin of clans among Ho, Munda and the

totems oriqi
. i o
failed to provide requiredg ?a.ted Out of necessities at a time when human

[ n . :

‘ jved as the Substitute ) IN Mmost cases totems have been

:“ C.tcheligion. OF representative of
wi

i sﬂnth

/

we can take the example Oof Sa
Worsflip is very po;?ular and it is oft
2 toterm duck, Pansia clan with tot

nthals who are identified with totems and totem

Sl ‘Obligatory for them. We find Hansda clan with
€m pigeon etc.

this type of association is
s Cts used for this purpose is known as ‘fetish’, It may be
, feather, a shell, a bone etc. For €Xample, if some one has touched a skull and fel

he flow of power in his body and with the help of that power, he might have saved :
atient’s life or brought the rain in time etc. This idea of fetishism is much relate
ith magic. This is entirely a faith in something unexplainable and uncontrollable
neral. It’s test is it’s efficacy, i.e. for how many times or in how many occasions tl

ject could be used successfully—This consideration and understanding may feti
aracter of the respective object.
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