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India became independent from the British rule on 15 August 1947. The Constitution of India %
came into force on 26 !angggz 1950. On this day, India was declared a . Sovereign Democratic 2
Republic.

Constitution
A constitution is a mmprehenswe document that contains the rules and laws according

e

to which a country is governed. The Constitution of India is the world’s lengthiest written
constitution. The Indian Constitution defines the basic pohhca] _Ennaples and establishes
the structures, procedures and powers of the government. nt. It states the duties of the three
olgim a E governmen —the legislature, executive and judiciary. The Constitution also
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sectional interests. National integration is the prime need of the coun

_ Natic *ed of the country today. Keeping
W&eamble was amended in 1976 to include tlﬁ:lém{vﬂafaﬁihtegrity.
The Constitution of India seeks to achieve 'dignity of the individual’ by guaranteeing’

“‘fundamental rights to each citizen.

Significance of the Preambte -+

reamble holds a very significant position in the Constitution of India.
It declares that all authority is derived from the people.

talso states that the government must secure social, economic and political justice for

all the citizens. Thus, the aspirations of the people of India are reflected in it.

i jThe Preamble states that India is a sovereign, secular, socialist, democratic republic.
- The people are also guaranteed the freedom of thought, expression, faith, belief and
R wworship.

@k promotes the equality of status and opportunities among all the people of India.

' 'he spirit of brotherhood among all is also promoted.

** Also, the courts have been given the right to interpret and if necessary, amend the
Constitution.

Thus, the Preamble gives us the basic Points to
structure of the Constitution. It is the soul [ Remember
| and spirit of the Constitution. It effectively | »
. reflects the dreams and aspirations of the
founding fathers of our Constitution.

The Constitution of India recognises
single citizenship for its citizens.

~  All the citizens enjoy the same rights of
citizenship.

“‘ ~ Single Citizenship ~ The Indian Constitution also provides
L e, e . . : : .
- The Constitution of India recognises single 2 for Universal Adult Franchise. 5

izenship despite a federal structure. This
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e I a person born anywhere in India can only be a citizen of India and not have a
~ separate citizenship of the state to which he/she belongs. All the citizens enjoy the same
2 ights. This 7_~ on helps in promoting unity and integrity of the nation. This is a unitary
-ature in contrast to the dual citizenship prevailing in several
niries like the USA. For example, a person hailing from
» USA, 18 a citizen of Texas as well as the USA.
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\at all the citizens of India, who are
¢ above, have the right to vote without
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